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PROCEDURAL FLOWCHART WHERE THE CLAIM 
FORM IS SERVED IN DUBAI ACCOMPANIED BY 

PARTICULARS OF CLAIM

Serve Claim Form and Particulars 
of Claim along with copy of 

Procedural Timetable within 4 
months of filing the Claim Form 

and Particulars of Claim
(RDC 7.20 (1)

With at least 14 days’ notice, 
the Court may fix a case 

management conference or a 
party may apply in writing for 

one (RDC 26.1)

Case
Management
Conference

Court to determine Requests to 
Produce (where made) within 

7 days of the deadline for filing 
objections (RDC 28.38)

Claimant to file and serve any 
expert report (see RDC Part 31) 

within 2 weeks of close of 
witness evidence

Pre-trial review
within 28 days 

of close of expert 
evidence

Agreed trial bundles 
(RDC 35.34) to be lodged 2 

weeks before trial

Agreed Chronology with 
skeleton argument to be filed 1 
week before trial (RDC 35.64)

Agreed reading list to be 
lodged with Registry 2 days 

before trial (RDC 35.51)

Skeleton Arguments and written 
opening statements to be filed 
and served (2 days before trial 
for Claimant and 1 day before 

trial for Defendant) (RDC 35.62)

Defendant may file an 
acknowledgement of service 

within 14 days of service of the 
Claim Form (RDC 11.2 (2) and 

(3) and 11.5)

Claimant must file a certificate 
of service within 7 days of 
serving the claim form and 

particulars of claim.

Defendant must file and serve 
Defence within 14 days of 
service of Claim Form and 

Particulars of Claim 
(RDC 16.9)

Claimant must file and serve 
any Reply within 21 days 

of Service of Defence (RDC 
16.16)

Standard Production of 
Documents (see RDC 28.15) 
likely to take place 4 weeks 

after Case Management 
Conference

Parties to comply with any 
disclosure order made within 

14 days (RDC 28.39), or if no 
objection raised, within 14 days 

of Request to Produce (RDC 
28.20)

Defendant to file and serve 
any expert report within 2 
weeks of Claimant’s expert 

report

All parties to file Case 
Management Information 

Sheets 7 days prior to date 
listed for CMC (RDC 26.3)

Parties to file and serve any 
Request to Produce (RDC 

28.16), deadline likely to be 
two weeks after Standard 
Production of Documents

Exchange of witness statements 
and any hearsay notices (RDC 
29.2 and 29.103 to 29.105) 
likely to be within 10 weeks of 
close of the disclosure stage

Supplemental expert reports 
to be filed and served within 2 
weeks of Defendant’s expert 

report

Claimant (in consultation with 
other parties) to file a Case 

Management Bundle  7 days 
prior to date listed for CMC 

(RDC 26.19)

Objections to Requests to 
Produce to be filed and served 
(RDC 28.26) normally with 7 
days of service of Request to 

Produce

Any witness statements in 
reply to be filed and served 2 
weeks after initial exchange 

PD1.2012

Experts to meet within 2 weeks 
after close of exchange of 

expert reports

TRIAL BEGINS
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PROCEDURAL FLOWCHART WHERE THE CLAIM 
FORM IS SERVED IN DUBAI WITH PARTICULARS 

OF CLAIM TO FOLLOW

Claimant must serve Claim Form 
along with copy of Procedural 
Timetable within 4 months days 

of filing the Claim Form 
(RDC 7.20 (1)

Case
Management
Conference

Court to determine Requests to 
Produce (where made) within 

7 days of the deadline for filing 
objections (RDC 28.38)

Claimant to file and serve any 
expert report (see RDC Part 31) 

within 2 weeks of close of 
witness evidence

Pre-trial review
within 28 days 

of close of expert 
evidence

Agreed trial bundles (see RDC 
35.34) to be lodged 2 weeks 

before trial

Agreed Chronology with 
skeleton argument to be filed 

1 week before trial (RDC 35.64)

Agreed reading list to be 
lodged with Registry 2 days 

before trial (RDC 35.51)

Skeleton Arguments and written 
opening statements to be filed 
and served (2 days before trial 
for Claimant and 1 day before 

trial for Defendant) (RDC 35.62)

Claimant must file and serve 
any Reply within 21 days 

of Service of Defence (RDC 
16.16)

Defendant may file an 
acknowledgement of service 

within 14 days of service of the 
Claim Form (RDC 11.5)

Claimant must file Certificate of 
Service within 7 days of service 

of the claim form

Standard Production of 
Documents (see RDC 28.15) 
likely to take place 4 weeks 

after Case Management 
Conference

Parties to comply with any 
disclosure order made within 

14 days (RDC 28.39), or if no 
objection raised, within 14 days 

of Request to Produce (RDC 
28.20)

Defendant to file and serve 
any expert report within 2 
weeks of Claimant’s expert 

report

All parties to file Case 
Management Information 

Sheets 7 days prior to date 
listed for CMC (RDC 26.3)

Claimant must file and serve 
Particulars of Claim within 
28 days of the date the 

Acknowledgement of Service is 
filed (RDC 7.31)

Parties to file and serve any 
Request to Produce (RDC 

28.16), deadline likely to be 
two weeks after Standard 
Production of Documents

Exchange of witness statements 
and any hearsay notices (RDC 
29.2 and 29.103 to 29.105) 
likely to be within 10 weeks of 
close of the disclosure stage

Supplemental expert reports 
to be filed and served within 2 
weeks of Defendant’s expert 

report

Claimant (in consultation with 
other parties) to file a Case 

Management Bundle  7 days 
prior to date listed for CMC 

(RDC 26.19)

Defendant must file and serve 
Defence within 28 days of 

service of Particulars of Claim 
(RDC 9.57)

Objections to Requests to 
Produce to be filed and served 
(RDC 28.26) normally with 7 
days of service of Request to 

Produce

Any witness statements in reply 
to be filed and served within 2 

weeks of initial exchange
PD1.2012

Experts to meet 2 weeks after 
close of exchange of expert 

reports

TRIAL BEGINS
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With at least 14 days’ notice, 
the Court may fix a case 

management conference or a 
party may apply in writing for 

one (RDC 26.1)



Claimants must file Certificate 
of Service within 7 days of 
service of the claim form

PROCEDURAL FLOWCHART WHERE THE CLAIM 
FORM IS SERVED OUTSIDE DUBAI ACCOMPANIED BY 

PARTICULARS OF CLAIM

Claimant must serve Claim Form 
and Particulars of Claim along 

with copy of  Procedural Timetable
within 6 months of filing the Claim 

Form and Particulars of Claim 
(RDC 7.20 (2))

Case
Management
Conference

Court to determine Requests to 
Produce (where made) within 

7 days of the deadline for filing 
objections (RDC 28.28)

Claimant to file and serve any 
expert report (see RDC Part 31) 

within 2 weeks of close of 
witness evidence

Pre-trial review
within 28 days 

of close of expert 
evidence

Agreed trial bundles (see RDC 
35.32 and 35.34) to be lodged 

2 weeks before trial

Agreed Chronology with 
skeleton argument to be filed 1 
week before trial (RDC 35.64)

Agreed reading list to be 
lodged with Registry 2 days 

before trial (RDC 35.51)

Skeleton Arguments and written 
opening statements to be filed 
and served (2 days before trial 
for Claimant and 1 day before 

trial for Defendant)

Claimant must file and serve 
any Reply within 21 days 

of Service of Defence (RDC 
16.16)

Defendant may file an 
acknowledgement of service 

within 28 days of service of the 
Claim Form (RDC 9.57)

Standard Production of 
Documents (see RDC 28.15) 
likely to take place 4 weeks 

after Case Management 
Conference

Parties to comply with any 
disclosure order made within 

14 days (RDC 28.39), or if no 
objection raised, within 14 days 

of Request to Produce (RDC 
28.20)

Defendant to file and serve any 
expert report within 2 weeks of 

Claimant’s expert report

All parties to file Case 
Management Information 

Sheets 7 days prior to date 
listed for CMC (RDC 26.3)

Defendant must file and serve 
Defence within 45 days of 
service of Claim Form and 

Particulars of Claim (RDC 9.58)

Parties to file and serve any 
Request to Produce (RDC 

28.16), deadline likely to be 
two weeks after Standard 
Production of Documents

Exchange of witness statements 
and any hearsay notices (RDC 
29.2 and 29.103 to 29.105) 
likely to be within 10 weeks of 
close of the disclosure stage

Supplemental expert reports 
to be filed and served within 2 
weeks of Defendant’s expert 

report

Claimant (in consultation with 
other parties) to file a Case 

Management Bundle  7 days 
prior to date listed for CMC 

(RDC 26.19)

Defendant must file and serve 
Defence within 28 days of 

service of Particulars of Claim 
(RDC 9.57)

Objections to Requests to 
Produce to be filed and served 
(RDC 28.26) normally with 7 
days of service of Request to 

Produce

Any witness statements in reply 
to be filed and served within 2 

weeks of initial exchange
PD1.2012

Experts to meet 2 weeks after 
close of exchange of expert 

reports

TRIAL BEGINS
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With at least 14 days’ notice, 
the Court may fix a case 

management conference or a 
party may apply in writing for 

one (RDC 26.1)



PROCEDURAL FLOWCHART WHERE THE CLAIM 
FORM IS SERVED OUTSIDE DUBAI WITH PARTICULARS 

OF CLAIM TO FOLLOW

Claimant must serve Claim Form 
along with copy of  Procedural 

Timetable within 6 months of filing 
the Claim Form (RDC 7.20 (2)

Case
Management
Conference

Court to determine Requests to 
Produce (where made) within 

7 days of the deadline for filing 
objections (RDC 28.28)

Claimant to file and serve any 
expert report (see RDC Part 31) 

within 2 weeks of close of 
witness evidence

Pre-trial review
within 28 days 

of close of expert 
evidence

Agreed trial bundles (see RDC 
35.34) to be lodged 2 weeks 

before trial

Agreed Chronology to be filed 
1 week before trial (RDC 35.64)

Agreed reading list to be 
lodged with Registry 2 days 

before trial (RDC 35.51)

Skeleton Arguments and written 
opening statements to be filed 
and served (2 days before trial 
for Claimant and 1 day before 

trial for Defendant)

Claimant must file and serve 
any Reply within 21 days of 

Service of Defence (RDC 16.6)

Defendant may file an 
acknowledgement of service 

within 28 days of service of the 
Claim Form (RDC 9.57)

Standard Production of 
Documents (see RDC 28.15) 
likely to take place 4 weeks 

after Case Management 
Conference

Parties to comply with any 
disclosure order made within 

14 days (RDC 28.39), or if no 
objection raised, within 14 days 

of Request to Produce (RDC 
28.20)

Defendant to file and serve any 
expert report within 2 weeks of 

Claimant’s expert report

All parties to file Case 
Management Information 

Sheets 7 days prior to date 
listed for CMC (RDC 26.3)

Claimant must file and serve 
Particulars of Claim within 
28 days of the filing of the 

Acknowledgement of Service 
(RDC 7.31)

Parties to file and serve any 
Request to Produce (RDC 

28.16), deadline likely to be 
two weeks after Standard 
Production of Documents

Exchange of witness statements 
and any hearsay notices (RDC 
29.2 and 29.103 to 29.105) 
likely to be within 10 weeks of 
close of the disclosure stage

Supplemental expert reports 
to be filed and served within 2 
weeks of Defendant’s expert 

report

Claimant (in consultation with 
other parties) to file a Case 

Management Bundle  7 days 
prior to date listed for CMC 

(RDC 26.19)

Defendant must file and serve 
Defence within 28 days of 

service of Particulars of Claim 
(RDC 16.9)

Objections to Requests to 
Produce to be filed and served 
(RDC 28.26) normally with 7 
days of service of Request to 

Produce

Any witness statements in reply 
to be filed and served 2 weeks 

after initial exchange
PD1.2012

Experts to meet 2 weeks after 
close of exchange of expert 

reports

TRIAL BEGINS
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With at least 14 days’ notice, 
the Court may fix a case 

management conference or a 
party may apply in writing for 

one (RDC 26.1)

Claimants must file Certificate 
of Service within 7 days of 
service of the claim form



PROCEDURAL FLOWCHART FOR ORDINARY 
APPLICATIONS (LIKELY TO LAST LESS THAN 2 HOURS) 

PURSUANT TO RDC 23.39

Applicant files Application Notice

HEARING

Applicant must serve Application Notice on Respondent(s) as soon as practicable after filing and in any 
event at least 3 days before the hearing of the Application (RDC 23.24).  Application Notice should 

be served with a copy of any evidence in support and any draft order (RDC 23.25) and a copy of the 
Procedural Timetable for Heavy Applications

Respondent must file and serve any evidence in answer within 14 days of service of the Application 
Notice (RDC 23.41(2))

Applicant must file and serve any evidence in reply within 7 days of service of Respondent’s evidence 
(RDC 23.41(3))

Applicant must provide a current estimate of the time required to dispose of the Application at least 5 
days prior to date fixed for the hearing of the Application (RDC 23.49)

Agreed Application Bundle to be completed in accordance with RDC 23.57 and lodged at least 2 
working days prior to the hearing of the Application (RDC 23.57, see also PD 1 of 2012)

Skeleton arguments, chronologies and any legal authorities to be served on all parties and lodged 
with the court at least 2 working days prior to the hearing of the Application (RDC 23.63 to 23.64)
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PROCEDURAL FLOWCHART FOR HEAVY 
APPLICATIONS (LIKELY TO LAST MORE THAN 2 HOURS) 

PURSUANT TO RDC 23.44

Applicant files Application Notice

HEARING

Applicant must serve Application Notice on Respondent(s) as soon as practicable after filing and in any 
event at least 3 days before the hearing of the Application (RDC 23.24).  Application Notice should 

be served with a copy of any evidence in support and any draft order (RDC 23.25) and a copy of the 
Procedural Timetable for Heavy Applications

Respondent must file and serve any evidence in answer within 28 days of service of the Application 
Notice (RDC 23.46 (2))

Applicant must file and serve any evidence in reply within 14 days of service of Respondent’s evidence 
(RDC 23.46 (3))

Applicant must provide a current estimate of the time required to dispose of the Application at least 5 
days prior to date fixed for the hearing of the Application (RDC 23.49)

Agreed Application Bundle to be completed in accordance with RDC 23.57 and lodged at least 2 
working days prior to the hearing of the Application (RDC 23.57 see also PD 1 of 2012)

Skeleton arguments, chronologies and any legal authorities to be served on all parties and lodged 
with the court at least 2 working days prior to the hearing of the Application (RDC 23.63 to 23.64)

06



8

DIFC COURTS
Ground Level, Building 4
The Gate District
Dubai International Financial Centre
P O Box 211724, Dubai, UAE
Tel + 971 4 427 3333
Fax + 971 4 427 3330 
www.difccourts.ae


