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DIFC

Arbitration Institute

AGREEMENT ON ARBITRATION
COOPERATION

Between:

The Executive Council of the Government
of Ras Al Khaimah (hereafter “Executive
Counci”) established pursuant to Law (7) of
2012, with PO Box 2808 in Ras Al Khaimah,
UAE represented by HE Dr Mohammed Abdul
Latef Khalifah in his capacity as General
Secretary of the Executive Council, and having
the full power and authority to sign this
document on its behalf;

And

The DIFC Arbitration Institute (hereafter
“DAI"), an ancillary body of the DIFC Dispute
Resolution  Authority (hereafter “DRA")
independently run by DAI's trustees and
located within the Dubai International Financial
Centre (hereafter “"DIFC") with its office at
Building 4, Ground Level, the Gate District, PO
Box 211724, Dubai, UAE, and represented by
Mr Alec James Emmerson in his capacity as
its Chief Executive having the full power and
authority to sign this document on its behalf;
at and from its above address, DAI operates an
arbitration centre known as the DIFC-LCIA
Arbitration Centre (hereafer "DIFC-LCIA") with
the assistance of the London Court of
International Arbitration (hereafter “LCIA").
The DIFC-LCIA administers and manages
arbitrations and mediations under the DIFC-
LCIA Arbitration and Mediation Rules. The
DIFC-LCIA combines the international best
practices and reputation of the LCIA with the
unique understanding of the local and regional
legal and business cultures in the Gulf and
wider MENA region.
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Each a “Party” and together the “Parties”.

RECITALS

A. The Executive Council

The Executive Council of Ras Al Khaimah
was established based on Law No. (7)
issued in 2012. It is the executive authority
tasked with supervising the executive
branch of Ras Al Khaimah government,
overseeing its general performance and
coordinating its work. It is also responsible
for formulating and monitoring the
implementation of government strategy
and approving legislation, policies,
programmes and development projects.

B. The DIFC LCIA Arbitration

When parties to a contract choose the
DIFC-LCIA Arbitration Rules ("the Rules")
and the DIFC as the seat of arbitration, or
it becomes the seat by default, the Rules
and related procedures, which are of the
highest international standards, are
applicable. The DIFC Courts is the curial
court for the purposes of any interim
precautionary =~ measures, such  as
temporary freezing or attachment orders
aimed at preventing the dissipation of
assets. Furthermore, and equally
important, the DIFC Courts is the curial
court for purposes of confirming the validity
of an arbitral award and ordering its
enforcement against a respondent. A DIFC-
LCIA award, issued in the DIFC as the
chosen or default seat, then recognised and
enforced by the DIFC Courts, can be
enforced directly throughout the MENA
region by utilising the various laws,
protocols, regional treaties and conventions
in place, as applicable.
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1.4 Recognise

The Parties hereby:

1.1 Recognise the importance of offering Ras Al

Khaimah government departments,
institutions, bodies, authorities, free zone
authorities and government-related
corporations and local and foreign investors
(businesses and individuals operating in or
through Ras Al Khaimah free zones) options
when choosing their preferred arbitral
jurisdiction for administering and settling
disputes;

1.2 Recognise the importance of access to a

world-class arbitration centre for economic
development and attracting foreign
investment;

1.3Recognise that the Emirate of Ras Al

Khaimah (the “Emirate”) seeks to offer the
best choices to its local and foreign
investors in managing and resolving
disputes, as part of the UAE Vision 2021.
This would provide the investors with a
choice between the Ras Al Khaimah
Commercial Arbitration Centre and the
DIFC-LCIA;

that the cooperation
demonstrated by this Agreement will
promote a mutual understanding of their
rules and arbitral processes and allow for
efficient enforcement of arbitral awards in
Ras al Khaimah;

and declare that:

1.5The Executive Council of Ras Al Khaimah

agrees that the government agencies in the
Emirate  (including all  government
departments, institutions, bodies,
authorities, free zone authorities and
government-related corporations) and local
and foreign investors, may enter into a
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1.8The Parties will

contract in writing where they explicitly and
clearly choose the DIFC-LCIA with a seat in
the Dubai International Financial Centre, as
a forum of choice for managing and
resolving disputes, differences or claims.
Notwithstanding the above, the
government agencies in the Emirate and
any party entering into an agreement with
a government agency shall comply with
Law No (4) of 2012 on Government Claims,
which requires a period for amicable
settlement prior to allowing a party to bring
a case against a government agency. The
Excutive Council may set specific criteria
and conditions of when government
agencies in the Emirate can choose the
DIFC-LCIA;

1.6 The DAI fully support this initiative by the

Executive Council.

1.7 The Parties recognise that implementation

of any judgment or arbitral award shall be
done in accordance with the applicable laws
in the Emirate and the Agreement on
Judicial Cooperation signed between the
Executive Council, the Judicial Council and
Ras Al Khaimah Courts and the Dubai
International Financial Centre Courts on 12
December 2016;

engage in outreach
programmes, informing Ras Al Khaimah
local and foreign investors and government
agencies of the options they have in
managing and resolving disputes through
the DIFC-LCIA;

1.9 Nothing in this agreement shall affect the

right of the Executive Council to offer Ras
Al Khaimah government agencies and local
and foreign investors additional options
regarding managing and resolving
disputes.
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2. To ensure an effective and successful
implementation of this Agreement, the Parties
will meet and address when necessary any
issue that may arise or new proposal, to
improve their collaboration. Any future
outreach programme and meeting resulting
from the ensuing cooperation between the
DIFC—LCIA and the Ras Al Khaimah
Government entities may be conducted by the
DIFC-LCIA’s registrar and director.

3. Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent any
Party from entering into a contract with any
third party, to achieve that Party’'s set
objective. This agreement does not grant any
exclusive rights between the Parties.

4. This Agreement shall come into effect on the
date of its signature and remain in effect unless
any Party terminates the agreement by service
of a written notice of termination not less than
60 (sixty) days prior to the date of termination.
The termination shall not affect the execution
of any judgment or arbitral award the claim for
which has already been filed to the DIFC Courts
or any contract entered into during the term of
this Agreement. The termination shall neither
affect the execution of any judgment or arbitral
award which, prior to the termination of this
Agreement, has been submitted for
implementation and enforcement to Ras Al
Khaimah Courts in accordance with clause 1.7.

5. Notices by any Party shall be sent to the
other Parties in writing to the addresses set out
above.

6. The Parties will publish the achievements of
their mutual cooperation on their respective
websites and in other forums open for such
publicity for their governments and the private
sector, or as mutually agreed between the
Parties from time to time; provided that no
public statements will be made by one Party
pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement,
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or in relation to the subject matter thereof,
without the prior written consent of the other
Party. The Parties undertake to acknowledge
the input and work of each other when
publishing their cooperation, which includes
the contributions of the other Party (without
limitation) displaying the Party’s logo as
appropriate. However, once signed, this
Agreement is considered a public document,
and each Party is allowed to publish its
contents through its usual external
communication channels, including print,
website, and email.

7. Any disputes in relation to, or arising from,
this Agreement shall be resolved amicably.

In recognition of above, the Parties hereby sign
this Agreement through their authorised
representatives on the date below.

Signed this 12th day of December, 2016 in 2
(two) original copies by:

For and on behalf of Executive Council of
the Government of Ras Al Khaimah

Dr Mohammed Abdul Latef Khalifah
General Secretary

For and behalf on DIFC Arbitration
Institute

Alec James Emmerson
Chief Executive

LJ‘)_H\J_ALJC\LAAMH\BJUY\_}U:\SJ_H\
iy el S (e adil )y 8y a3l
L3 Ly daiia Lalyy 30 Bl e 5,83 )

(s ASTY)

Lagala cpd ol e caa gy (3Uy) 1 dan

Crfian J8 (e BLEY) 12 a5 o caas Ll Lol

G il 8y Cainall (b lall (e L il ol 520
.oUJi J}SM\

=3 ol | opia e BLEY) 138 a g0
(8 (02016 ey 12

By (eddiil) Gutaal) (e ALl g mllal
dadl) Ll

allad) (Alal) a9



