Memorandum of Understanding

For the purposes of promoting
cooperation to support Ras Al
Khaimah'’s position as a preeminent hub
for  investment and  establish
cooperation between the Executive
Council, the Judicial Council, the Ras Al
Khaimah Courts and the DRA

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MoU”)
is made on the 12th day of December 2016
(the “Effective Date”).

Between:

I. The Executive Council of the Government of
Al Khaimah
Council”), established pursuant to Law No. (7)
of 2012, with PO Box 2808 in Ras Al Khaimah,
UAE represented by Dr Mohammed Abdul
Latef Khalifah in his capacity as General

Ras (hereafter “Executive

Secretary of the Executive Council, and having
the full power and authority to sign this
document on its behalf;

Il. The Judicial Council of Ras Al Khaimah
(hereafter “Judicial Council”), established
pursuant to the Law of 2002 on the
judiciary and its amendments, with PO Box
7728 in Ras Al Khaimah, UAE represented by
Chancellor Hassan Saeed Mhimd / Attorney
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General, in his capacity as General Secretary of
the Judicial Council, and having the full power
and authority to sign this document on its
behalf;

Ill. The Ras Al Khaimah Courts, established
pursuant to Law of 1971 and its amendments,
with PO Box 10, Ras Al Khaimah, UAE,
represented by Ahmed
Mohammed Al Khateri in his capacity as
Ras Al
Department and having the full power and

Chancellor

Chairman of Khaimah Courts
authority to sign this document on its behalf;
and

IV. Dispute Resolution Authority, an authority
in the Dubai International Financial Centre
(hereafter “DIFC”) duly incorporated by Dubai
Law No. (7) of 2014, whose registered office is
at P.O. Box 211724, Dubai
Financial Centre, Dubai, United Arab Emirates,
“DRA”),
represented by Dr Michael Hwang SC in his

International

email: info@dra.ae (hereafter
capacity as Head of the DRA and Chief Justice
of the DIFC Courts, having the full power and

authority to sign this document on its behalf.

Each a “Party” and together the “Parties”.

Recitals

A. The Executive Council of Ras Al Khaimah
was established based on Law No. (7)
issued in 2012. It is the executive authority
tasked with supervising the executive
branch of Ras Al Khaimah government,
overseeing its general performance and
coordinating its work. Itis also responsible
for formulating and monitoring the
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implementation of government strategy
and approving legislation, policies,
programmes and development projects.

The Judicial Council represents the
judiciary’s highest administrative body and
has the legal authority to oversee the
administration of the judiciary bench in
the emirate of Ras Al Khaimah (the

“Emirate”), and is entrusted with
enhancing the development of the
judiciary and submitting legislative

proposals in relation to the Ras Al Khaimah
Courts, the Public Prosecution and the
litigation procedures, all of which the
Government of Rask al Khaimah may take
into account, while drafting laws and
entering into agreements.

The Ras al Khaimah Courts is considered a
judicial monument in UAE, which came a
long way in achieving justice and legal
protection for the various segments of the
emirate's society from investors, workers
and individuals, and achieved the highest
levels of satisfaction among its dealers;
thus contributing to achieving the vision of
Ras Al Khaimah Government in seeking to
provide a legislative structure and a
judicial and modern governance systems,
through keeping up with environmental,
technical and scientific changes, and
raising the level of efficiency of the civil
cases management system, particularly in
terms of reducing the average durations of
cases, and enhancing the independence
and stability of the judiciary and the
empowerment of judges and enhancing
their performance, as well as raising the
quality of experts' reports prepared at the
request of judges, and the activation of
family cases solving process through
guidance, awareness, and friendly
settlement, and the promotion of judicial
knowledge management among the
various segments of society.
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D. The DRA is a platform for delivering legal

excellence in the Middle East and the
gateway to a suite of services available to
businesses operating both within and
outside the DIFC. The divisions of the DRA
work in partnership to provide businesses
with unparalleled choice in relation to the
resolution of their commercial disputes,
the development of legal talent and to the
protection of individuals investing or
residing in Dubai. Together and in co-
operation, the divisions of the DRA
support the UAE Vision 2021. Established
in 2014, the DRA is the third body of the
DIFC, alongside the DIFC Authority and the
Dubai Financial Services Authority. The
DRA itself currently has four divisions: the
DIFC Courts — Dubai’s established English-
language and independent commercial
common law judicial system (hereafter
“DIFC Courts”); the Dubai Arbitration
Institute (hereafter “DAI/DIFC-LCIA”); the
DIFC Wills and Probate Registry (hereafter
“WPR”); and the Academy of Law
(hereafter “Academy”). The flexible
structure of the DRA means new divisions
and initiatives can be seamlessly
incorporated over time.

The Parties agree to co-operate on the
basis of this MoU to develop relationships
and enhance co-operation between the
Emirate of Ras Al Khaimah and DRA, for
the purposes of promoting
cooperation to support Ras Al
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NOW IT

Khaimah’s position as a preeminent
hub for investment and establish
cooperation between the Executive
Council, the Judicial Council, the Ras Al
Khaimah Courts and the DRA (the
“Project”).

The strategic partnership evidenced by
this MoU between the Parties has the
following purposes:

i. Outlining the scope and delivery
of certain professional services,
including those offered by the
four DRA entities, namely DIFC
Courts, DAI/DIFC-LCIA, WPR and
the Academy to the emirate of
Ras Al Khaimah;

With the aim of contributing to
the fulfillment of the UAE Vision
2021; and

The Parties agree to apply the highest
international standards in managing and
settling disputes in a manner, which will
further strengthen the economy of the
UAE, promote investment, and support
the cause of justice. The Parties are
committed to assist the realisation of any
federal or local initiative to this effect.

IS THEREFORE AGREEED AS

FOLLOWS:

1.

Term
1.1 The Parties are entering this
MoU for a period of three (3)
years from the Effective Date,
to be renewed automatically
for similar period(s) unless
terminated earlier pursuant to

Clause 5 (“Term”).
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1.2

The Parties may at any time
agree to extend the Term for
period

any agreed in

writing by the Parties.

Co-operation of the Parties

2.1 DRA agrees to provide
assistance and support to the
Executive Council, the Judicial
Council and the Ras Al
Khaimah Courts to fulfill the

purposes of this MoU.

2.2 the

Judicial Council and the Ras Al

The Executive Council
Khaimah Courts agree to

provide assistance and
support to DRA and its entities
in order to fulfill the purposes

of this MoU.

Joint Initiatives

3.1 Main Initiatives

3.11

The
mechanisms allowing the government

Parties agree to develop

agencies (including all government

departments, the free zone
authorities and government-related
entities and corporations) in the

Emirate of Ras Al Khaimah, and all
entities operating in or through Ras Al
Khaimah (as well as local or expatriate
individuals living, working and/or
investing in Ras Al Khaimah) (all are
hereby referred to as “Beneficiaries”),
to use the DRA and its divisions, such
as the DIFC Courts, the DIFC-LCIA, the
Academy and the WPR,

mutually benefitting the economy of

thereby

the emirate, attracting foreign direct
investment and contributing to the
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3.1.2

c)

realization of the UAE Government
Vision 2021.

The Parties agree to co-operate in
relation to providing options to the
beneficiaries to:

access the DIFC Courts as a
jurisdiction for managing and settling
disputes in line with all applicable
UAE federal and local laws, and
subject to a written contract that
explicitly and clearly opts in to the
jurisdiction of the DIFC Courts;

access to the DIFC Courts Small
Claims Tribunal (“SCT”), subject to a
written contract that explicitly and
clearly opts in to the jurisdiction of
the DIFC Courts;

the free election to use DIFC laws as
the governing law of a contract,
subject to a written contract that
explicitly and clearly opts in to the
jurisdiction of the DIFC Courts;

access to  the DIFC-LCIA as an
arbitration centre subject to a written
contract that explicitly and clearly
opts in to the jurisdiction of the DIFC-
LCIA Arbitration Centre;

the enforcement of DIFC Courts
judgments in accordance with the
applicable laws in the Emirate and the
‘Agreement on Judicial Cooperation’
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signed between the Executive Council,
the Judicial and Ras Al
Khaimah Courts the Dubai
International Financial Centre Courts
on 12 December 2016; and

Council
and

services of the
legal
education for the benefit of Emirati

f) access to the

Academy, in relation to

youth of the Emirate of Ras Al
Khaimah.

3.2. Other Initiatives

The Parties agree to work together to explore

initiatives:

3.2.1 to allow the Beneficiaries access to all
DRA lecture series, seminars, trainings,
meetings, workshops, events and
products, whether through the

Academy or otherwise. This may
include organising and hosting regular
awareness sessions, lectures and other
events in Ras Al Khaimah on services
offered by the DRA;

3.2.2 topromote the use, by individuals with
assets in Ras Al Khaimah, of the WPR
for non-Muslims for will registrations
in relation to their estate planning.
This may include the provision by the
Executive Council of office space from
which the WPR can register wills in Ras

Al Khaimah;
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3.2.3 to develop an international outreach
programme to promote the services
offered by the Parties to government
agencies and investors, both domestic
and foreign, in furtherance of the

objectives of the UAE Vision 2021;

3.2.4 that are focused on the development
of innovative solutions to support the
shared objectives of the Parties,
including the use of smart technology
and best practices in business and
customer service excellence, in order
to streamline the shared delivery of
services envisaged by this MoU. This
may include the development of a
joint mobile application, allowing for
the Beneficiaries to obtain the range of
offered by the

through one smart gateway; and

services Parties,

4, Joint Committee

The Parties shall form a joint committee, which
comprises of all relevant bodies related to this
MOU. It will meet on a regular basis and
discuss matters in connection with the
implementation of this MoU, new ideas and
initiatives, which will benefit the economy of
the emirate of Ras Al Khaimah, and maintain
strong links supporting the community.

5. Termination

Any Party may terminate this MoU at any time
after giving 60 days’ prior written notice to the
other Parties.
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6. No Assignment

Neither Party may assign or transfer all or any
part of their respective rights and obligations
under this MoU without the written approval
of the other parties.

7. Notices

7.1 Any notice to be given by one Party to
the other Parties, pursuant to this
MoU, shall be in writing and addressed
to the other Parties at that address as

set out at the beginning of this MoU.

7.2 For the purposes of this Clause, a
shall

delivered:

notice be deemed valid if

7.2.1
will be deemed upon delivery; or

by hand, whereupon receipt

7.2.2
will be deemed upon the signing of the

by courier, whereupon receipt

receipt by the addressee.

8. General

8.1 The Parties hereby declare that they
are authorised to enter into this MoU and have

the proper authority to participate in
the Project.

8.2 This MoU may be amended subject to

terms mutually agreed in writing by the
Parties.
8.3 Nothing in this MoU is intended to, or

shall be deemed to, constitute any Party as the
agent of another Party or an exclusive

representative thereof, nor authorise any of
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the Parties to make or enter into any
commitments for or on behalf of another
Party.

8.4
or partially void, invalid or ineffective, this

If any provision of this MoU is wholly

circumstance does not affect the validity and
effectiveness of the remaining provisions. The
void, invalid, ineffective provision will be
replaced by that valid and effective provision
that is deemed to most closely fulfill the
purpose of the original.

8.5
or in connection with the implementation of

In the event of a dispute arising out of,

this MoU, the Parties shall resolve it amicably.

8.6 Once signed, this MoU is considered a
public document, and each Party is allowed to
publish its contents through its usual external
communication channels, including print,
website, and email. The Parties will publish the
achievements of their mutual cooperation on
their respective websites and in other forums
open for such publicity for their governments
and the private sector, or as mutually agreed
between the Parties from time to time; provided
that no public statements will be made by one
Party pursuant to the provisions of this MoU or
in relation to the subject matter thereof,
without the prior written consent of the other
Party. The Parties undertake to acknowledge
the input and work of each other when
publishing their cooperation, which includes the
contributions of the other Parties (without
limitation) displaying the Party’s respective
logo’s, as appropriate.

This MoU has been hereby agreed and signed
between the Parties on 12 December 2016 in
(4) four original copies by:
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For and on behalf of the Executive Council SRl (ulaall e Al g mllal

-

Signature: a8 i)

Dr. Mohammed Abdul Latef Khalifah - ',.5' '_,i SS\J,K; )}'.'\S.ﬂ\
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