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This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is
entered into this 12th day of December 2016,
by and between:

1. The Executive Council of the Government of
Ras Al Khaimah (hereafter “Executive Council”)
and the Sheikh Sagr Programme for
Government Excellence (hereafter “Excellence
Programme”)

each with offices in PO Box 2808 in Ras Al
Khaimah,  UAE,
Mohammed A. Khalifah, in his capacity as

represented by  Dr.

General Secretary of the Executive Council
and as General Manager of the Sheikh Saqr
Programme for Government Excellence, and
having the full power and authority to sign
this document on their behalf.

2. The DIFC Dispute Resolution Authority
Academy of Law (hereafter “Academy”), with
offices at level 3 Precinct Building 5, the Gate
District, DIFC, PO Box 507048, Dubai, UAE
email: info@draacademy.ae; and is
represented herein by Dr Michael Hwang SC,
Head of the DRA and Mr. David Gallo, Director

of the Academy of Law.

Each referred to hereinafter
individually as the “Party” and jointly as the

“Parties”.

Party is

Whereas:

A. The Executive Council of Ras Al Khaimah
was established based on Law No. (7)

in 2012. It

authority tasked with supervising the

issued is the executive
executive branch of Ras Al Khaimah

government, overseeing its general
performance and coordinating its work.

It is also responsible for formulating and

monitoring the implementation of
government strategy and approving
legislation, policies, programmes and
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development projects. The Sheikh Saqr
Programme for Government Excellence
seeks to provide scholarships, grants and
specialised legal training to eligible
Emirati youth and young professionals,
selected by the Ras Al Khaimah
Government,

The Academy was set up as an institution
of the Dispute Resolution Authority
(“DRA”) to provide services to the legal
community. The Academy’s objective is
to advance and further the ancillary legal
services within its own structure, as
independent and distinct from the core
mandate and activities of the DIFC
Courts. Its competency areas include: an
‘the

offers

educational
DIFC
undergraduate and graduate education

programme entitled
Courts Academy’,
programmes in partnership with several
external academic institutions as well as
executive  development  non-degree
training programmes, advocacy training,
and a lecture series; and the DIFC Courts
registration of legal practitioners and law

firms, code of conduct and a pro-bono
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PURPOSE AND PRINCIPLES: tiglaall g alay

1. The Parties enter into this MoU to work 1) o2a aalaill 3 S3a (1 ol Y Cangy 1
towards their common goal of 1.1l )_,5}3 ‘H PEQEIRA|| ?e_",_,\_‘; 38

educating young Emirati students and
young professionals of Ras Al Khaimah
as legal professionals specialised in
common law, and to build on the
Memorandum of Understanding that
was signed between the Academy of
Law and the Ras Al Khaimah Courts on
2 August, 2016 in this regard. The
Parties wish to establish dialogue and
detailed

consultancy agreement, and to this end

cooperate, leading to a

encourages:
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The Parties to explore the options
for the Academy to provide
solution’
the

with a

‘turnkey consultancy

services  to Excellence
Programme, view to
establish specialised educational
and training packages in law and

supervise their implementation.

The Parties to explore the various
elements required to qualify and
train legal professionals who shall
become familiar with both civil
and commercial law systems.
This includes, but is not limited to
training initiatives and hosting of
legal seminars and conferences in
Ras Al Khaimah (the “Emirate”)
Dubai,

overseeing

and facilitating and

higher  education
programmes abroad or via

distance learning, training
programmes preparing for bar
admission in  common law
jurisdictions, and any other such
projects with a view to enhancing
the

Emirati

skills and knowledge of

members of the legal

profession in Ras Al Khaimah.

The Academy shall use its
established  partnerships  with
leading law faculties, e.g. City,
University of London, BPP
University, Open University in the
UK, and McGill University in
Canada, and legal professional

training providers, e.g. Barbri in
the USA, to further the above.
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vi.

Vii.

viii.

The consultancy agreement aims
to support Ras Al Khaimah's
developing

commercial

position as a
and business hub,
and its requirement for a number
of highly trained legal

practitioners.

The consultancy services will be
offered by the Academy for a fee
to be agreed upon by the Parties,
and will be supported by funding
provided either by the individual
recipients of the services or by
the Government of Ras Al
Khaimah.

Representatives of the Parties
shall meet to discuss the needs
of the Ras Al Khaimah
Government to further develop
the legal profession in the

Emirate.

The Parties agree that this project
is a priority to the Government of
Ras Al Khaimah, and that
cooperation via an ensuing
consultancy  agreement  that
includes all relevant parties will
be beneficial.

Depending on the specific terms
of the consultancy agreement
between Excellence Programme
and the

funding, the Academy will provide

Academy, including
the required level of support. It
may continue its engagement
through consultancy services to
set up specialised legal training
locally with the competent Ras Al
Khaimah

Separate agreements will be set

government entities.

out accordingly between the
Parties at that stage.
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2. in addition, the Parties agree that any
interested legal professionals of a Ras Al
Khaimah Government entity and any resident
of the Emirate may enrol on the Academy’s
courses and make use of the Academy’s suite
of educational services, academic training
programmes, seminars and lectures, subject
to the Academy’s registration requirements.

GENERAL TERMS:

3. The Parties shall, in all circumstances, act in
good faith towards one another and in the
in all their

spirit of mutual cooperation

dealings.

4. The Parties will publish the achievements of
their mutual cooperation on their respective
websites and in other forums open for such
publicity for their governments and the
private sector, or as mutually agreed between
the Parties from time to time; provided that
no public statements will be made by one
Party pursuant to the provisions of this MoU,
or in relation to the subject matter thereof,
without the prior written consent of the other
The
acknowledge the input and work of each

Parties. Parties undertake  to
other when publishing their projects which
includes the contributions of the other Parties
(without limitation) displaying the Parties
logos as appropriate. However, once signed,
this MoU is considered a public document,
and each Party is allowed to publish its
usual  external

contents  through its

communication channels, including print,

website, and email.
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5. This document is a statement of intention

and does not create any binding legal
obligations to the Parties. It does not
constitute a treaty or legislation, is not

intended to modify or supersede any laws or
regulatory requirements in force in the United
Arab Emirates.

6. Nothing in this MoU shall limit any of the

Parties from entering into any further
agreements with any third party to realise
their objectives, nor limit any of the recipients
of the consultancy services in using any
chosen education provider, whether by
association with any of the Parties, or not.
This the

consultancy agreement shall not create any

understanding  and ensuing

exclusive legal relations between the Parties.

7. This MoU takes effect from the date it is
signed by all Parties (Effective Date) and will
continue to have effect, unless one of the
Parties expresses a desire to terminate it, with
a written notice of 60 (sixty) days. The
termination shall not affect any action or
decision made by the Parties during the term
of this MoU.

8. Any notice to be given by one Party to
another, pursuant to this MoU, shall be in
writing and addressed to the other Parties at
that address as set out at the beginning of
this MoU.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the duly authorised
representatives of the concerned Parties
have executed this MoU in (3) three original
copies, on the aforementioned dates.

Signed by the Parties on the date at the top of
this MoU.
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On behalf of the Executive Council of the
Government of Ras Al Khaimah & Sheikh Saqr
Programme for Government Excellence
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Name: Dr. Mohammed A. Khalifah

Title: General Secretary of the Executive
Council and General Manager of Sheikh Saqr
Programme for Government Excellence

On behalf of the DIFC Dispute Resolution
Authority Academy of Law
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Name: Dr Michael Hwang SC
Title: Head of the DIFC Dispute Resolution
Authority

On behalf of the Academy of Law
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Name: David Gallo
Title: Director, Academy of Law
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