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2015 was a year of innovation and collaboration for the DIFC Courts. At home, the Courts continued to forge strong ties
with our colleagues at other judicial and government entities within Dubai and across the UAE as we looked to achieve our
shared objective of making the Emirates one of the best places in the world to do business by 2021.

Notably, we signed a significant memorandum with the UAE Ministry of Justice that will sharpen the process for the
international enforcement of our judgments, and we also welcomed a significant legal opinion by the Supreme Legislation
Committee allowing Dubai government entities to opt-in to the jurisdiction of the DIFC Courts. We were also proud to join
the Legal Subcommittee of the Dubai Maritime Advisory Council to support Dubai’s position as a regional and international
maritime hub.

Overseas, the DIFC Courts continued to work tirelessly to connect with other countries and court systems to protect and
support businesses operating in the UAE and internationally. Memorandums of Guidance covering the enforcement of
money judgments were signed with several key UAE trading partners, including the Supreme Court of Singapore and the
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York, among others.

In response to the changing requirements of business and the increasingly complex nature of cases, 2015 saw the rollout
of a series of innovations and enhancements to help increase access to justice while ensuring the DIFC Courts’ resources
and expertise continued to be deployed where they were of most benefit to the region’s business community.

Foremost among these was the introduction of a first-of-its-kind Practice Direction (procedural guideline) through which
an arbitral award can be enforced in over 150 countries. The mechanism is designed to facilitate greater international
enforcement of judgments and increase the speed of settling commercial disputes, and may serve as a model for other
courts around the world to follow.

The Courts’ year of innovation and collaboration was perhaps best illustrated with our selection by the National Bank
of Kazakhstan to consult on the wide range of issues that need to be considered and steps that need to be taken as
they establish an internationally respected commercial court and arbitration centre at the planned Astana International
Financial Centre.

Through a consistent track record of success in commercial dispute resolution, innovation and enforcement, the
DIFC Courts are today established as a world class centre of legal excellence.

Looking to the future, it is our aspiration to be one of the world’s leading commercial courts by 2021 by focusing on four
key qualities: innovation, judicial excellence, service excellence and connectivity.

We have set the bar high for ourselves, but | know it is a challenge the DIFC Courts team will embrace in 2016 and beyond.
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MICHAEL HWANG,
CHIEF JUSTICE
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Evident throughout 2015 was the close correlation between the trust international commerce places in
Dubai and the increasing value of cases filed with the DIFC Courts, which are now firmly established as
the pre-eminent centre for English language dispute resolution in the Middle East.

For instance, 2015 witnessed a greater value of cases than in 2012, 2013 and 2014 combined, with the
average value per claim filed with our Court of First Instance nearly doubling from AED51.1 million in 2014
to AED89 million this year.

As the nature of cases and the requirements of business change over time, it is incumbent on leading court
systems to evolve and adapt accordingly. Almost all our cases in 2015 were international disputes, with
global business selecting the DIFC Courts to handle the largest and most complex cases in part as a direct
consequence of the initiatives we have put in place to enhance each court user’'s experience and promote
greater efficiency, accessibility and transparency. Initiatives in 2015 included an innovative fee structure that
incentive parties to settle early by rebating court fees, as well as a new system to arrange business visit visas
for overseas lawyers registered with the DIFC Courts (Part Il Registration) to attend specific hearings.

The DIFC Courts’ international standing was further reinforced by a 2015 survey from an international law
firm which showed that from Middle East Mergers and Acquisitions contracts, which chose litigation to
resolve any disputes, the DIFC Courts were the chosen forum in 29% of contracts — a 38% increase on the
same survey in 2012.

The performance of the DIFC Courts in 2015 serves as an important reminder that Dubai is a place where a
contract will be honoured a dispute settled fairly, quickly and efficiently essential ingredients for creating a
pro-business environment.

In accordance with the UAE Vision for 2021, the DIFC Courts are proud to be playing a full and active role
in making the UAE one of the best and most advanced places in the world to do business.

MARK BEER,
CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND REGISTRAR
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2015 AT A GLANCE

A YEAR OF

= Small Claims Tribunal (SCT) doubling
in the number of cases shows greater
willingness to use this innovative,
private, swift and low cost way to
resolve disputes amicably. Increasing
jurisdiction to AED500k (USD135K)
contributed to a trebling in the value
of claims filed and reinforces our
commitment to access to justice and
in supporting the UAE’s SME sector,
which benefits enormously from the
SCT’s track record of resolving 90%
of all cases within four weeks.

<> The doubling of the number of
arbitration related claims reinforces
the additional choice we provide
in allowing parties to enforce their
arbitration awards.

<> Courts of First Instance (CFl) claims
rose from AED1.5bn in 2014 to
AEDA4.5bn, a three fold increase.

<> The average claim value across
all divisions has risen to USD5.1m
(AED18.9m) in 2015 vs USD2.8m
(AED10.2m) in 2014, a three fold
increase and a reflection in the greater
trust the world has in our ability to
handle ever more complex cases.

INNOVATION

2015 began with another world first for the DIFC Courts’, A

practice direction was issued which facilitates greater international
enforcement of judgments and increases the speed of settling
commercial disputes, greatly enhancing the attractiveness of the
DIFC and Dubai as a trusted hub for global business. The first-of-its-
kind Practice Direction means that in cases of commercial disputes,
a DIFC Courts’ judgment could result in the judgment creditor
obtaining an arbitral award which could be enforced in over 150
countries, providing greater enforcement internationally.

This innovation gives participants in international commerce further
confidence that a transaction will be honoured and a dispute
resolved. This is beacuse if parties know that a court order can be
enforced almost anywhere in the world, they will have an incentive
to reach a settlement earlier in the dispute resolution process.

Enforcement mechanisms were further strengthened in the first
half of 2015 with the signing of a series of important memoranda
with local and international courts covering the reciprocal
enforcement of money judgments. These included agreements
with the UAE Ministry of Justice, and two of the most important
commercial courts in the world, the United States District Court for
the Southern District of New York (SDNY) and the Supreme Court
of Singapore. The Courts also signed their second enforcement
memorandum with an Asian jurisdiction when they established
formal ties with the National Court Administration of the Supreme
Court of Korea.

Since their jurisdiction was opened to businesses worldwide in
October 2011, the DIFC Courts have established one of the world’s
strongest enforcement regimes.

The judgments of the DIFC Courts can be enforced internationally
through treaties such as the GCC Protocol and Riyadh Convention;

treaties with China and France; and arrangements with many
common law courts overseas. The DIFC Courts also operate a
dedicated Enforcement Department with responsibility for efficiently
handling the enforcement of decisions locally and internationally.

In response to the increasingly international nature of their
workload, the DIFC Courts have begun offering business visit

visas for overseas lawyers registered with the DIFC Courts

(Part Il Registration).

The DIFC Courts welcomed a significant legal opinion by the
Dubai’s Supreme Legislation Committee (SLC) in the first half of
2015 allowing Dubai government entities to opt-in to the jurisdiction
of the DIFC Courts to hear and determine claim, civil or commercial
lawsuit in which a government entity is a party. The SLC has found
that the reference in Article 83 of Law No. (6) of 1997 on Contracts
of Government Departments to “Dubai Courts” in providing that
“the Dubai Courts shall have the jurisdiction to hear any dispute
that arises between a government entity and customer...” was not
limited to the Dubai Courts, established under Law No. 3 of 1992
and its amendments, but rather encompassed all the courts and
judicial committees formed in Dubai under the Emirate’s legislation,
regardless of their jurisdiction. The move emphasises the DIFC
Courts’ position as an integral part of the Emirate’s judicial and
local court system.

The DIFC Courts continued to promote legal excellence
throughout the year. In collaboration with Thomson Reuters, the
Courts again co-hosted a unique training programme specifically
designed to help Emirati and expatriate lawyers, legal advisors
and consultants gain an in-depth understanding of the DIFC
Courts laws and procedures.

Four events in the DIFC Courts Lecture Series were held in 2015,
featuring talks from Sundaresh Menon, Chief Justice of the Supreme



Court of Singapore, Loretta A. Preska, Chief Judge of the Southern
District of New York, and Chief Justice Michael Hwang on the new DIFC
Wills and Probate Registry Rules.

The Courts also continue to build relationships with the region’s biggest
companies. A group of leading in-house lawyers came together in
March for the first DIFC Courts General Counsel Forum of 2015. Created
in 2013, the Forum has become the preeminent platform for dialogue
and liaison between in-house counsel operating in the Middle East. 23
organisations are represented on the General Counsel Forum including
Aggreko, ADCB, Baker Hughes, Carillion, Citigroup, DMCC, DP World,
Emirates Group, Emirates NBD, Fajr Capital, Falcon and Associates,
HSBC, Jumeirah Group, LG Electronics, Noga Holding, Smartmatic
Limited and Standard Chartered Bank.

The DIFC Courts also continued to promote internationally Dubai’s
status as a hub for legal excellence throughout the year. Chief Justice
Hwang led a delegation to Shanghai, China’s commercial and financial
centre, while the DIFC Courts were well represented at the Global
Law Summit in London, an event bringing together 2,000 international
legal practitioners, business leaders, public sector decision makers
and government officials.

In October, DIFC Courts’ Courts Users Committee in conjunction with
the DIFC Academy of Law hosted its annual Legal Gala Dinner with
more than 700 members of the UAE’s legal community gathering

in Dubai to celebrate the profession’s individual and collective
achievements of the past year. The 2015 Legal Gala was held under
the auspices of the Academy of Law for the DIFC and supported

by Emirates Airline and SAS Asset Recovery. The Gala featured live
voting for the coveted “Young Lawyer of the Year” and “Lawyer’s
Lawyer of the Year” awards, which were won by Shiraz Sethi of
Stephenson Harwood Middle East LLP and Bushra Ahmed of KBH
Kaanuun, respectively.
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In recognition of their support for the Academy of Law Pro Bono
Programme at case representation level and for their frequent
involvement at clinics, Al Suwaidi Advocates & Legal Consultants
was named “Pro Bono Law Firm of the Year,” and Sharon Lakhan at
Global Advocates and Mike Wakefield at Galadari Advocates & Legal
Consultants were named “Pro Bono Individuals of the Year”




CASELOAD

AND

CASE

VALUES

During 2015, there were 295 active cases handled by the DIFC
Courts. At AED5.56 billion, the total value of cases handed in 2015
was greater than in 2012, 2013 and 2014 combined.

This remarkable growth reflects the increasing size and complexity
of cases handled by the DIFC Courts, rather than an increase

in the amount of litigation. The average value per claim nearly
doubled, from AED51.1 million to AED89 million. Importantly,
settlement rates remained extremely high at 92 percent, in part
because of an innovative fee structure introduced earlier in 2015
which incentives parties to settle early by rebating court fees.

The total value of cases heard by the Small Claims Tribunal (SCT)
during 2015 also increased, from AED6.7 million to AED19.2 million.
Similarly, the average value of SCT cases increased from AED88k
in 2014 to AED89k in 2015. This followed the extension of the
SCT’s default jurisdiction to cover all claims up to AED 500,000 in
value, regardless of the nature of the case. The move has benefited
businesses by offering cheaper, faster and the other benefits of
the SCT system, with the emphasis at SCT hearings on amicable
dispute resolution, with parties usually not represented by lawyers.
Despite the SCT’s increasing workload, over 90 percent of cases
were still resolved within four weeks of the case commencing.

The ongoing surge in the value and complexity of cases heard by
the DIFC Courts further reinforces their reputation for providing a
certain, safe and trusted environment for businesses to operate.
Moreover, their ability to maintain such high settlement rates is
testament to the significant investments made into world-class
people, facilities and processes, as well as their ongoing efforts to
connect with other courts systems around the world.

This is also reflected in a 2015 survey undertaken by an
international law firm which shows that, for Middle East Merges
and Acquisition contracts which chose litigation to resolve

any disputes, the DIFC Courts were the chosen forum in 29%
of contracts, a 38% increase compared to the same survey
undertaken in 2012.

ACTIVE CASES HANDLED: 295

/ \

AED5.56
BILLION




SETTLEMENT RATE IN THE CFlI

92% SETTLEMENT RATE

AED88,864

The average value of a case heard by
the Small Claims Tribunal (SCT)

THE AVERAGE CASE VALUE
from 1 January 2015 — 31 December 2015

AED120,728,074

Court of First Instance and Arbitration

AED18,864,091

All cases

THE TOTAL VALUE OF CLAIMS
AND COUNTER CLAIMS
from 1 January 2015 — 31 December 2015

AED4,466,907,247

Court of First Instance and Arbitration

AED19,194,541

Small Claims Tribunal

ENFORCEMENT (ENF)
CASES: 2015/2014

42/8

ARBITRATION
E :. CASES: 2015/2014

SCT
CASES: 2015/2014

216/116

CFI
CASES: 2015/2014

20/28

NUMBER OF CLAIMS FILED
2015/2014

295/168

All information relating to the DIFC Courts and its activities (including cases) can be found at www.difccourts.ae or are available upon request. 19



AN WORLD CLASS TEAM BASED IN DUBAI

THE DIFGC GOURTS BENCH

In January 2015, Sir Richard Field joined the DIFC Courts’ judicial bench. A former Judge in Charge of the Commercial Court in London, he brings a wealth of experience in
dealing with complex cases arising from business disputes, with a particular emphasis on international trade, banking, commodities and arbitration disputes.

The combined experience of the judicial bench now spans over 34 countries and more than 350 years:

CHIEF JUSTICE DEPUTY CHIEF JUSTICE JUSTICE JUSTICE JUSTICE
MICHAEL HWANG SIR JOHN MURRAY CHADWICK | H.E. ALI SHAMIS AL MADHANI | SIR ANTHONY DAVID COLMAN | SIR DAVID STEEL
SC (Singapore) (UK) (UAE) (UK) (UK)



JUSTICE
(I-LIJ'AFE.)OMAR JUMA AL MUHAIRI

JUSTICE
ROGER GILES

(Australial)

JUSTICE JUSTICE JUSTICE
H.E. SHAMLAN AL SAWALEHI TUN ZAKI AZMI SIR RICHARD FIELD
(UAE) (Malaysio) (UK)

The full biographies of the DIFC Courts’ Judicial officers are available online at www.difccourts.ae



AL WORLD CLASS

TEAM BASED

REGISTRY OFFICE

MARK BEER, OBE
Chief Executive and Registrar

AMNA AL OWAIS
Deputy Chief Executive
and Deputy Registrar

NATASHA BAKIRCI
Assistant Registrar

[ N

DUBAI

NASSIR AL NASSER
Judicial Officer

MAHA AL MUHAIRI
Judicial Officer

LEMA HATIM
Senior Case Progression Officer

AYESHA BIN KALBAN

Case Progression Officer

The full biographies of the Registry team are available online at www.difccourts.ae



“A major benefit of the registry is to provide certainty: judgments
of the DIFC courts are directly enforceable in the courts of Dubai.”
GERRY ROGERS, Senior Associate at Galadari Advocates & Legal Consultants

“To reject the DIFC will on the basis of cost would definitely be a case of penny wise and pound foolish when compared to the
alternatives. After all, if the deceased does not leave any form of will or only makes an overseas will (which the executors seek to
enforce in Dubai), the potential costs post death are likely to be significantly higher. In my experience, most clients agree.”

“The Dubai Financial

Services Authority (DFSA)

in conjunction with DIFC
Courts has evolved as
the most transparent,
secure, and professional
regulatory and legal
system in the region.”

ARABIAN GAZETTE
(June 2015)

“.the DIFC Courts
have helped to
maintain the UAE’s
position on the world
stage as a focal point
for all local, regional
and international
business communities.”

ROBERT MAXWELL
Marsh and FATIMA ALI
ALNUMAIRY of Al Tamimi
& Company - Advocates and
legal Consuliants

QUOTES FROM OUR ESTEEMED ASSOCIATES

“Business activity has been increasing over the past year or so in both Dubai and the
DIFC itself, and this has brought a rise in the number of cases filed in the DIFC Courts.”

ADRIAN CHADWICK, Partner with Hadef & Partners

“It is great to see the DIFC Courts
go from strength-to-strength, and

| applaud the global connections
they are building, which started
with the UK and now extend into
Africa and Asia. It is becoming ever
more important for commercial
courts to work together to protect
global investments.”

ALDERMAN ALAN YARROW,
Llord Mayor of the City of London

ALASTAIR GLOVER, Principal Associate at VWragge Llawrence Graham & Co

“Following a series of visits to the UAE we have seen firsthand how important the DIFC
Courts have been to the free zone’s success and we look forward to benefitting from
their expertise as we move forward with the creation of the Astana International Financial
Centre (AIFC)”

HE NURLAN KUSSAINOV, Deputy Governor of the National Bank of Kazakhstan

[Referring to the Memorandum of Guidance between the DIFC Courts and the Supreme Court of Singapore covering the mutual
enforcement of money judgments] “What does all this mean for business? For businesses investing in South East Asia, the MOG
and the MOU mean that the DIFC Courts are now a serious option for the resolution and eventual enforcement of disputes.”

STUART PATERSON of Alastair Henderson and GITTA SATRYANI of Herbert Smith Freehills LLP

[Discussing the Academy of Law Certificate in DIFC Courts Laws and Procedures] “From the perspective of an academic and of

a person involved in teaching potential future practitioners before the DIFC Courts, these training sessions provide a wonderful
opportunity to witness the interface of legal theory with the workings of the DIFC Courts. It can only lead to more productive relations
between students and staff of Middlesex University Dubai and the wonderful team at DIFC Courts and the Academy of Law.”

THOMAS MCDONAGH, leciurer in Law at Middlesex University Dubai

“An important plank of Dubai’s success as a legal centre has been the establishment of a courts system under the
Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC), a free zone administered under English law. Mark Beer, Chief Executive and
Registrar, DIFC Courts, can claim that the DIFC system is one of the top three commercial courts in the world.”

PETER SHAW-SMITH, Seafrade Maritime



A

COMMITTEES

DIFGC COURTS USERS GCOMMITTEE

The DIFC Courts’ Users’” Committee is an independent liaison body between the DIFC Courts and the users of the Courts. It assists the Courts to provide an efficient,
economical and professional service to all users. The Committee holds regular meetings, the minutes of which are available online.

The Courts Users Committee consists of members from Al Tamimi & Company, Clyde & Co., DFSA, DIFC Authority, Galadari
Advocates & legal Consultants, Gibson Dunn, Govemor's Office DIFC, Hadef & Partners and Jones Day



RULES SUBCOMMITTEE

The Rules Subcommittee meets quarterly to discuss potential changes and improvements to the Rules of the DIFC Courts. It comprises a wide range of legal practitioners
who engage with the DIFC Courts and have a significant practical experience with the rules.
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The Rules Sub Committee consists of members from Ahmed Seddigi & Sons LLC, Al Tamimi & Company, BakerBotts, Clifford Chance, Fichte &
Co legal Consultancy, Gibson Dunn, Governor’s Office DIFC, Hadef & Pariners, Jones Day and Norfon Rose Fulbright (Middle East) LLP



STRENGTHENS INTERNATIONAL TIES

A TRULY GLOBAL GCOURT IN THE UAE

Throughout 2015, the DIFC Courts continued to connect with other courts systems around the world, particularly in commercial centres with strong links to the UAE. Memoranda
covering the mutual enforcement of money judgments were signed with the Supreme Court of Singapore, the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York,
the National Court Administration of the Supreme Court of Korea, and the Supreme Court of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The international standing of the DIFC Courts was evident in their 2015 selection by Kazakhstan’s central bank to advise on establishing a world class commercial court system
including an arbitration centre at the planned Astana International Financial Centre (AIFC). The consultancy agreement will see the DIFC Courts work in partnership with their
Kazakhstan counterparts over the next three years as they establish specialist commercial courts, which are increasingly essential for financial centres to be able to compete
internationally. The agreement covers areas as diverse as consultancy on the legislative and regulatory framework, training of staff, fit-out of chosen premises and setting

up the IT systems.

The DIFC Courts judicial bench and Registry team also spoke at a series of international conferences and welcomed numerous delegations of overseas visitors to Dubai during
the course of 2015 [See page 27].



CONFERENGE PRESENTATIONS

Justices and Registry team members actively promoted the work of the DIFC Courts

to the business and legal communities in the UAE and internationally throughout 2015.
The team spoke at and attended a number of important international, regional and local

conferences, including:

» Mission to Shanghai including meetings with the Shanghai Courts, Shanghai

International Arbitration Center and Jiao Tong University January
» Moot Court February
» Government Summit February
» Global Law Summit February
» Dubai Forward February
» General Counsel Forum March
» DIFC Courts Annual Review media roundtable April
» Test4good April
» 12th Annual Ship Arrested.com Conference May
» Swiss Business Council, in association with the

Canadian, American, French, Indian and Australian Business

Networking Luncheon Presentation May
» Legal Week Corporate Counsel Forum Middle East 2015 May
» ADR Symposium Programme June
» German-Emirati Business Council June
» Kuwait Judiciary September
» Global Legal ConFex October
» Korean Youth Programme November
» Maritime Agenda Conference November
» DIFC-LCIA Lecture November
» Optimal Successions Conference November

VISITING DELEGATIONS

Numerous delegations of government leaders, representatives of other court systems and students
visited the DIFC Courts’ in 2015 to learn more about the DIFC Courts’ judicial system, including:

» Lord Mayor of London January
» Manipal University Dubai February
» Middlesex University Dubai February
» Voltera Fietta delegation February
» Saudi legal delegation February
» College University of Charleston, South Carolina, USA March
» Darley Flying Start Trainees March
» British Irish Commercial Bar Association (BICBA) March
» MIO Mohd Issa Odeh law firm March
» United States District Court for the Southern District of New York March
» Kazakhstan legal delegation March
» Dubai Courts April
» Middlesex University, London April
» Abu Dhabi Judicial Department April
» Manitoba University, Canada April
» Kazakhstan Central Bank and Supreme Court May
» Honeywell May
» Karim Massimov, Prime Minister of Kazakhstan May
» Honourable Mr. Justice T.S. Thakur, Judge of Supreme Court of India May
» CBL International June
» U.S. Ambassador to the UAE Barbara A. Leaf July
» Mongolian delegation October
» Meeting with Sharjah University November
» Delegation from UAE Ministry of Economy November
» Ajman University delegation (External Relations team) November
» A delegation from Department of Fatwa and Legislations in Kuwait November
» A delegation from Kuwait Consulate Headed by Consul General of Kuwait to UAE

(HE Deyab Al Rashidi) November
» International Delegation from France December
» DLA Piper Saudi Arabia December
» Al Tamimi Internship programme trainees December
» Chicago University December
» Dubai Islamic Economy Development Centre December




NOTABLE CASES IN 20165

The most notable cases before the DIFC Courts in 2015 included the following:

FIRST INSTANGE DECGISIONS

1. CF1 024/2010 CORINTH PIPEWORKS SA V. BARCLAYS BANK PLC V. (1) AFRAS LTD
(2) RADHAKRISHNAN KUMAR - ISSUED 12 JANUARY 2015

Facts: The Claimant filed a claim against Barclays Bank PLC, the banker to the Part 21
Defendants in the case. The dispute arises out of contracts entered into by Corinth and
Afras pursuant to which Corinth agreed to sell steel pipes to Afras and in turn, Afras sold
these pipes to well-known reputable companies. Over the course of two years, Corinth
shipped the pipes under contracts, yet Corinth never received the payment due by Afras
in the amount of roughly US$24 million.

On 29 September 2010 Corinth issued proceedings against Barclays alleging that the
latter’s Business Manager had participated in an unlawful conspiracy with Afras and Mr
Kumar to defraud Corinth of the US$24 million under Article 36 of DIFC Law No. 5 of 2005,
the Law of Obligations. Barclays issued Part 21 proceedings against Afras and Mr Kumar
and claimed indemnity or contribution from Afras/Mr Kumar on the grounds that if the Bank
was found liable, then Afras/Mr Kumar were liable in respect of the same loss by virtue

of their participation in the Trade Finance Scheme, their dishonest misrepresentations
made to Corinth and their participation in the Account Representations. On 11 July 2013
Deputy Chief Justice Chadwick dismissed Afras/Mr Kumar’s challenge to the jurisdiction of
the DIFC Courts. On 11 April 2014 Barclays settled all claims against it by agreeing to pay
Corinth US$4 million and brought forth a claim for contribution or indemnity against Afras
and Mr Kumar.

Held: Sir David Steel found that Afras and Mr Kumar did indeed defraud Corinth out of
US$24 million by siphoning monies owed to Corinth to personal accounts, dishonestly
misrepresenting trade finance from Barclays in order to pay Corinth for previous contracts,
fabricating e-mails to Corinth purported to come from the Bank’s Business Manager, and
fabricating commission claims in order to justify the non-payment of monies to Corinth. The
Court concluded that Afras and Mr Kumar are liable to Corinth under Article 36 and Article
31 of DIFC Law No. 5 of 2005 for the deceitful misrepresentations which were the unlawful
acts carried out pursuant to their conspiracy. Moreover, Article 56 of DIFC Law No. 5 of
2005 did not apply to claims to “recover contribution,” which was an unqualified right
under Article 14 (1) and (2) of that Law, regardless of a claimant’s degree of fault or blame.
Article 56 was limited to claims for loss or injury. Blame and fault were matters relevant to
the assessment of what was a “just” amount recoverable under Article 14 (3).

Accordingly, judgment was granted to Barclays against Afras and Mr Kumar in the sum of
US$3,900,000 plus interest.







NOTABLE CASES IN 20165

2. CFl1 027/2013 BGC BROKERS L.P. V MOURAD ABOURAHIM - ISSUED 31 MAY 2015

Facts: The Claimant, a foreign recognised company in the DIFC, authorised and regulated by
DFSA, brought a claim against the Defendant, a former employee for the recovery of a loan
advanced under a loan agreement which formed part of the employment contract between them.
On 20 April 2012, the Claimant loaned the Defendant GBP 200,000 which was to be repayable
from his net partnership distributions on his partnership units from BGC Holdings LP. Clause 3 of
the Loan Agreement provided that the loan would be repayable on a pro-rated basis if inter alia,
“the Lender lawfully dismissed the maker”. Clause 10. 1 of the Defendant’s employment contract’s
terms and conditions provided that the Employer could dismiss him “summarily (i.e. without
notice) in circumstances where (his) conduct warrants termination and a reasonable employer
would have terminated (his) employment and/or where it is entitled to do so at common law.” This
reflected Article 59A of DIFC Law no. 4 of 2005, as amended (“the DIFC Employment Law”).

Held: Justice Sir Richard Field found on the evidence that the Defendant had in fact blackmailed
or attempted to blackmail the Claimant (by implicitly threatening to make his allegations of
underhand dealings public and/or to report his allegations to the DFSA, unless he was paid not
to do so). This conduct amounted to a fundamental breach of the Employment Contract so as

to justify dismissal at common law, in that it was totally inconsistent with the Defendant’s duty to
act honestly and ethically and as his duty to maintain the mutual trust and confidence that was at
the heart of the employment contract. Moreover, the Defendant’s dismissal was lawful within the
terms of Article 59A of the DIFC Employment Law, reference being made to Justice Roger Giles’
judgment in the case of McDuff v. KBH Kanuun Limited CA 003/2014 where it was held that in
evaluating whether a dismissal satisfied the requirements of DIFC law, it must be found that the
hypothetical reasonable employer would have terminated the employee. Justice Sir Richard Field
took the view that a reasonable employer would not have taken a lesser course short of summary
termination in the circumstances of this case.

It followed that the Claimant was entitled under Clause 3 of the Loan Agreement to be
paid the balance outstanding on the loan, at the termination date calculated in accordance
with that clause.

3. CF1 043/2014 DNB BANK ASA V (1) GULF EYADAH CORPORATION (2) GULF NAVIGATION
HOLDING PJSC — ISSUED 2 JULY 2015

This case concerned a party wishing to enforce an English commercial judgment by applying to
the Courts for a recognition and enforcement order under Article 7(6) of the Judicial Authority Law
No. 12 of 2004, as amended by Law No. 16 of 2011. The Defendants had contested the jurisdiction
of the DIFC Courts and argued that the claim was an abuse of process, notably on the ground that
there was no evidence of the requisite legal connection to the DIFC as per Article 5 of that Law.

In rejecting the jurisdictional challenge and allegation of abuse of process, the judge held that

the applicable laws conferred jurisdiction to the DIFC Courts to recognise and/or execute foreign

judgments within the DIFC. However, unlike ratified arbitral awards or DIFC judgments — foreign
judgments or orders which had been recognised by the DIFC Courts could not referred to the
Dubai Courts for execution, with the DIFC acting as a “conduit jurisdiction.” This judgment is
being appealed.

COURT OF APPEAL

1. CA 006/2014 TVM CAPITAL HEALTHCARE PARTNERS LTD V ALI AKBAR HASHEMI

— 27 JANUARY 2015

Facts: The Defendant, Mr Hashemi, appealed against the Order made on 22 May 2014 by Justice
Roger Giles in which he held that the Defendant was in breach of the confidentiality agreement
entered into between the parties and in breach of the obligations imposed by Article 37 of DIFC
Law No. 5 of 2005, awarding damages against the Defendant in the sum of AED 250,000 as

well as costs.The Defendant sought to challenge Justice Giles’ conclusions in three respects:

(i) that the judge was wrong to hold that neither res judicata nor abuse of process prevented

the Respondent (TVM Capital) from re-litigating or otherwise reopening issues that had already
been conclusively determined in the Defendant’s favour in joint criminal and civil proceedings in
courts of Abu Dhabi, a court of competent jurisdiction; (ii) that the judge was wrong to hold that
an award of damages on the Wrotham Park basis enabled the Court to “guess” the amount of
damages, despite there being no evidence in the record upon which damages could have been
calculated; and (jii) that the judge was wrong to make what is described as an “oppressive” costs
award; without any consideration of what is described as “a grossly exaggerated and wholly
unsubstantiated damages claim,” of which less than 1 percent of the original USD $29 million claim
was ultimately awarded by the Court.

Held: The Court of Appeal held as regards (i): In the relevant criminal proceedings before the Bani
Yas Court of First Instance in Abu Dhabi — first, none of the first, second or third defendants had
been charged in relation to information disclosed by the Defendant himself or used by him for his
own purposes; second, the Defendant had not been charged with the disclosure of information
obtained under the confidentiality agreement and third, the Defendant had been acquitted
because he could not have been held to have instigated the commission of a crime by the first,
second and third defendants in circumstances where those defendants had been acquitted of that
crime. Further, the claim against the Defendant in the present proceedings was not limited to the
disclosure of trade secrets within the meaning of Article 379 of the Federal Penal Code, but rather
was a claim in relation to the disclosure of information provided pursuant to the confidentiality
agreement entered into by the parties. The Court of Appeal was not bound under Article 269 of
the Federal Penal Code by any finding that the Defendant had not disclosed or misused information
supplied to him under the confidentiality agreement, as that had not been an issue before the CFlin
Abu Dhabi. Furthermore, issue estoppel had never been raised before the judge at trial, and he had



consequently made no findings in relation to it, neither was there any issue between the Defendant
and anyone in those proceedings relating to the information which he disclosed in breach of the
confidentiality agreement as found by Justice Giles in the present case.

As regards ground (ii) of the appeal — the Court of Appeal held that Justice Giles’ task had been
to ask himself how much the Defendant would have been prepared to pay in order to be released
from the confidentiality obligation that he had undertaken — and had assessed that at the sum

of AED 250,000. Though the trial judge may have put too high a value on the Defendant’s
commercial credibility and reputation, his Counsel had not been prepared to advance that
contention at trial and this ground was therefore also rejected.

Lastly, as regards ground (iii) — the challenge concerning the judge’s award of costs — the Court of
Appeal was not constrained by the usual deference that an appeal court should pay to a judge’s
conclusion on a question of costs, as in this case, costs had been decided without having heard
argument by the parties’ representatives. The trial judge’s order in relation to costs was to be
varied (i) to restrict the Defendant’s liability in respect of the Claimant to 80% of those costs and

(i) to allow the Defendant to deduct from the costs payable to the Claimant an amount equal to
30% of his costs incurred in relation to attendances at trial incidental to having called Dr Asher as
a witness at trial. The Defendant should not have to bear the Claimant’s trial costs insofar as they
were increased by that additional wasted time. Furthermore, the Defendant should not have to
bear his own trial costs in relation to that wasted period.

As an aside, the Deputy Chief Justice indicated that the taxing officer should take into
consideration the disproportionality between the costs expended by the Claimant and the
actual amount of damages ultimately awarded when undertaking a costs assessment.

2- CA 004/2015 INVESTMENT GROUP PRIVATE LIMITED V STANDARD CHARTERED BANK
18 NOVEMBER 2015

Facts: This dispute arose out of two loans advanced by the Respondent, Standard Chartered
Bank (“SCB”) to the Appellant, Investment Group Private Limited (“IGPL”) in 2009 and 2010
respectively, as well as a Share Pledge Agreement. SCB commenced an action in the DIFC Courts
on 6 August 2014 against IGPL for sums owed as a result of IGPL’s alleged defaults under the
Agreements and to enforce the Share Pledge Agreement. In response, IGPL filed an application
on 21 September 2014 seeking a declaration from the DIFC Courts that it lacked competent
jurisdiction to hear the dispute and, alternatively, that the DIFC Courts should decline jurisdiction
in favour of the Sharjah Courts on the ground of Forum Non Conveniens (“FNC”). (The Sharjah
CFlissued a judgment holding that it had no jurisdiction to hear the dispute because SCB was
headquartered in Dubai and the relevant agreements were to be performed in Dubai. IGPL then
filed an appeal and the Sharjah Court of Appeal denied the request and IGPL filed an appeal
against the Sharjah Appeal Judgment, to be determined by the USC))

On appeal, IGPLs principal argument was that the DIFC Courts did not have competent
jurisdiction to hear the present dispute and further argued that the parties had, in any event,
opted-out of the DIFC Courts’ jurisdiction. IGPL also contended that the DIFC Courts should
decline to exercise jurisdiction because a jurisdictional conflict had emerged between it and the
Courts of Sharjah, and that jurisdictional conflict should be referred to the UAE’s Union Supreme
Court (“USC”) for resolution and that even if the DIFC Courts have competent jurisdiction to hear
the present dispute, this Court should stay these proceedings on the ground of FNC.

In response, SCB contended that the DIFC Courts does have competent jurisdiction to determine
SCB’s claims in these proceedings and that even applying the relevant provisions of the CPC, the
Courts of Dubai (including the DIFC Courts) would also have competent jurisdiction to hear the
present dispute. SCB further submitted that there is no jurisdictional conflict between the DIFC
Courts and the Sharjah Courts which needs to be referred to the USC for resolution and that the
FNC doctrine should not apply in cases such as these proceedings when the alternative forum is
another court within the UAE.

The issues to be addressed on appeal were whether the DIFC Courts have competent jurisdiction
to hear SCB’s claims against IGPL under the Agreements and whether the DIFC Courts may apply
the FNC doctrine and, if so, whether these proceedings should be stayed on the ground that the
Sharjah Courts were the distinctly more appropriate forum.

Held: The judges unanimously rejected IGPL's submission that the proceedings ought to be
stayed on the basis that parallel proceedings in Sharjah are ongoing and also ruled that the

CPC does not apply to the DIFC, and that the DIFC Courts’ jurisdiction is determined solely by
the Judicial Authority Law. Additionally, it was determined that the parties had not opted out of
the DIFC Courts’ jurisdiction. To the contrary, the parties’ jurisdiction agreements cover the DIFC
Courts and would also confer jurisdiction under Article 5A(2) of the Judicial Authority Law. As to
the issue of FNC, it was determined that the DIFC Courts cannot apply the FNC doctrine if the
alternative forum is another court of the UAE and IGPL's application to stay these proceedings on
the ground of FNC must fail.

Chief Justice Michael Hwang, Justice Sir Richard Field and H.E. Justice Omar Al Muhairi
unanimously upheld the CFI Judgment of Justice Sir David Steel and dismissed IGPLs appeal
on all grounds.



NOTABLE CASES IN 20165

3-CA 002/2015 Y V (1) X1(2) X2 22 NOVEMBER 2015

Facts: The Appellant (the Defendant in the original proceedings involving the recognition

and enforcement of two arbitral awards (the “R&E Claim”)), appealed against the decision of

H.E Justice Ali Al Madhani dated 12 October 2014 dismissing the Appellant’s application for
permission to adduce expert evidence on the issue of UAE Public Policy. Three issues were
raised before the Court: (1) whether the DIFC Courts are bound to construe non-DIFC law as a
‘foreign law” and require it to be proved as a fact via expert evidence in accordance with the
position in English law; (2) if issue 1is found in the negative, whether the approach of allowing an
application to adduce expert evidence on non-DIFC Dubai law where the case is not “manned by
a judge who has been trained in Dubai non-DIFC law” but not otherwise (known as the “Taaleem
approach”), or some other approach, should apply to the questions of non-DIFC UAE Law before
the DIFC Courts; and (3) should the Court be minded to allow the appeal, whether the Court
should make an order for a rehearing of the R&E Claim or an order reserving any relevant issue of
non-DIFC UAE law until after the hearing of the R&E Claim.

The Respondents argued as follows: on issue 1, the Respondents submitted that the DIFC Courts
should not adopt the English approach of requiring all ‘foreign’ law (in this case, non-DIFC UAE
law) to be proved by means of expert evidence. On issue 2, the Respondents submitted that the
Appellant’s “practical concerns” with the Taaleem approach were not insurmountable. On issue
3, the Respondents submitted that, even if the Judge’s approach was wrong in principle, his
conclusion was correct.

Held: Chief Justice Michael Hwang SC (with H.E. Justice Omar Al Muhairi and Justice Sir Richard
Field concurring) dismissed the appeal. On issue 1, it was held that the DIFC Courts are not bound
to treat foreign law as a fact to be proved as such, as they possess discretion under Art 50(c)

of the DIFC Court law to apply such rules of evidence as they may consider appropriate. Unlike
the English courts, the DIFC Courts are not restricted to applying only English common law or
even DIFC law. With regard to substantive law, the DIFC Courts are, pursuant to Art 8(2) of the
Law on the Application of Civil and Commercial Laws in the DIFC, allowed to apply laws other
than DIFC law. With regard to rules of evidence, the DIFC Courts may, pursuant to Art 50(c) of the
DIFC Court Law, apply rules which the relevant Court considers appropriate to be applied in the
circumstances of any particular case.

Onissue 2, it was held that it was difficult to see any good sense in a blanket approach of
requiring all DIFC Courts judges, regardless of their background in UAE law, to decide upon
questions of non-DIFC UAE law by reference to expert evidence. More importantly, the
composition of the DIFC Courts differs radically from that of the English courts by having judges
who have expertise in the laws of various jurisdictions, including Singapore, Australia, Malaysia,
New Zealand and the UAE. The justification for the ‘proof by expert evidence’ requirement, i.e.
lack of expertise, plainly did not apply where the foreign law in question belonged to a jurisdiction

in which the judge hearing the case was qualified. The International Approach (and not the
English or Taaleem approach) should be applied to questions of non-DIFC UAE law before the
DIFC Courts, pursuant to the discretion conferred under Art 50(c) of the DIFC Court Law. On
issue 3, as the Court of Appeal dismissed the appeal on issue 2, there was no need to make a
decision on issue 3.



PRACTICE DIRECTIONS AND RULE AMENDMENTS

During the course of 2015, the DIFC Courts issued a series of practical enhancements that will help
businesses access justice more simply and cost effectively, including the following: :

» The default jurisdiction of the Small Claims Tribunal (SCT) was extended to cover all claims up to
AED 500,000 in value, regardless of the nature of the case. Cases valued at between AED 500,000
and AED 1 million can still be heard in the SCT if both parties agree to this in writing. Parties may also
opt into the (SCT) jurisdiction in the context of employment related claims regardless of the value
of the claim. The move benefits businesses by offering cheaper, faster and more discreet access to
justice, with the emphasis at SCT hearings on amicable dispute resolution, and parties are usually
not represented by lawyers The Court of First Instance (CFl) will now hear cases greater than AED
500,000 in value. The move was necessitated by the increasingly large and complex cases heard by
the DIFC Courts and will free up the resources of the CFl and its judges. DIFC Courts judges retain
the right to send particularly technical cases which fall under the new SCT threshold to the CFI.
http://difccourts.ae/difc-courts-rules-of-court-order-no-1-of-2015-in-respect-of-the-jurisdiction-of-
the-small-claims-tribunal-of-the-difc-courts-consultation/

» Court users will now pay a streamlined sliding fee that includes the hearing fees for any in-chamber
meetings, a Case Management Conference, a Pre-trial Review and up to three days of trial. This
reduces the number of processes required, again enhancing efficiency. Moreover, the DIFC Courts
have taken steps to reduce fees for claims at the lower end of the financial spectrum, removing the
$250 fee for enforcing the DIFC Courts own judgments, and introducing a new reimbursement policy
that encourages early settlement.
http://difccourts.ae/amended-practice-direction-no-4-of-2015-difc-courts-fees/

Amended DIFC Courts Practice Direction No. 2 of 2015 — Referral of Judgment Payment Disputes to
Arbitration

Following the introduction of this Practice Direction, parties which are subject (or have subjected
themselves) to the jurisdiction of the DIFC Courts can also choose to refer their final judgments for
enforcement through the DIFC-LCIA Arbitration Centre. The innovative Practice Direction, the first

of its kind globally, offers parties the advantages of both litigation and arbitration since it allows the
DIFC-LCIA Arbitration Centre to provide an additional remedy to the judgment creditor if the parties
choose to submit any disputes they may have about the payment of money judgments issued by DIFC
Courts to arbitration under the auspices of the DIFC-LCIA Arbitration Centre. This would mean that a
DIFC Courts judgment could eventually result in the judgment creditor obtaining an arbitral award for
the unpaid portion of the money judgment and that award could be enforced in the 150 plus countries
which have acceded to the New York Convention providing greater enforcement internationally.
http://difccourts.ae/amended-difc-courts-practice-direction-no-2-of-2015-referral-of-judgment-
payment-disputes-to-arbitration/

DEFAULT JURISDICTION OF THE SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL (SCT)

=T

AED500,000 IN VALUE

Regardless of the nature of the case

Removal of the

the DIFC Courts
own judgements

New reimbursement
policy introduced

REGISTER OF PRACTITIONERS

The Register of Practitioners opened on February 1, 2006, and as of the end of
2015 163 law firms and 614 individual practitioners were registered under Parts |
and Il of the Register.

All information relating to the DIFC Courts and its activities (including cases) can
be found at www.difccourts.ae or are available upon request.
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AN AWARD
WINNING YEAR

The DIFC Courts received several awards in Also, for the second year running, the Courts won
recognition of their success over the past year. the prestigious Service Olympian Award for the Best
Customer Experience Strategy Dubai in recognition
The DIFC Courts received the “Excellence in of a number of innovations introduced over the
Innovation Award” at The Middle East Legal Awards last 12 months designed to enhance the end user
in Dubai organised by the Oath for putting innovation experience.
at the centre of their operational model, for example
becoming the first Dubai Government entity to The Courts were also shortlisted in the “In-house
receive five stars under a new rating system for Innovation Award” category at the Corporate Counsel
government services; appointing the UAE’s first Middle East Awards 2015, while Mark Beer, Registrar
female judge; and launching the country’s first pro and CEO of the DIFC Courts, was shortlisted for
bono scheme, small claims tribunal and code of “Solicitor of the Year — In-house” by the UK Law
conduct for lawyers. Society.
= \
= \ ﬂ;ﬁ:ﬁw

EXCELLENCE IN
INNOVATION AWARD

at The Middle East Legal Awards in Dubai
organised by The Oath magazine

Olympian Award for the Best Customer Experience Strategy
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SERVICE OLYMPIAN
AWARD

for the best Customer Experience Strategy
Dubai in recognition of a number of
innovations introduced to enhance the
end-user experience

O

EXCELLENCE
IN INNOVATION

The DIFC Wills and Probate Registry was
honoured in this category of the Middle East
Accountancy and Finance Excellence Awards,
organised by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England and Wales

IN-HOUSE
INNOVATION AWARD

The DIFC Courts were also shortlisted in this
category at the Corporate Counsel Middle East
Awards 2015 and Mark Beer, Registrar and
CEO of the DIFC Courts, was shortlisted for
Solicitor of the Year — In-house by the
UK Law Society.



PRO BONO PROGRAMME

THE DIFGC GOURTS PRO BONO PROGRAMME

The innovative DIFC Courts Pro Bono Programme continued
to serve the community throughout 2015 with many legal
professionals volunteering their time to assist a wide range

of litigants who otherwise would not have access to legal aid
due to their financial situation.

The programme’s walk-in clinics were further expanded

in 2015. This was made possible by a change to the pro
bono guidelines which opened the volunteer register to any
individual with a sufficient legal background.

As of the end of 2015, the register of volunteer legal

professionals stands at 42 volunteer pro bono law firms and
103 volunteer in-house counsels.
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42 VOLUNTEER PRO BONO LAW FIRMS
103 VOLUNTEER IN-HOUSE COUNSELS.



DIFGC COURTS CONVENE GENERAL COUNSEL FORUM

TO PROMOTE LEGAL EXCELLENCE

Senior in-house lawyers from some of the world’s leading companies came together this year to share experience,
examine trends and discuss global dispute resolution best practices at the DIFC Courts General Counsel Forum.

GENERAL COUNSEL FORUM GROUP (GC)

Created in 2013 and held twice a year, the General Counsel
Forum is an important platform for dialogue and liaison
between the DIFC Courts and leading in-house counsel.
Forums in March and November were chaired by Chief
Justice Michael Hwang and featured The Honourable Loretta
Preska, Chief Judge of the United States District Court for the
Southern District of New York, and Chief Justice Mohammed

Al Suboosi from the Commercial Division of the Dubai
Courts in the first one. The forums were well attended by
23 organisations: Aggreko, ADCB, Baker Hughes, Carillion,
Citigroup, DMCC, DP World, Emirates Group, Emirates NBD,
Fajr Capital, Falcon and Associates, HSBC, Jumeirah Group,
LG Electronics, Noga Holding, Smartmatic Limited and
Standard Chartered Bank.



BREGISTRY ELECTRONIC MEANS TO FILE CLAIMS, PAY FEES AND PROGRESS GASES

Ehe

WHAT IS eREGISTRY?

eRegistry is the name of the website giving
access to information about cases in the
DIFC Courts.

HOW DO | REGISTER?

In order to continue using eFiling after

the initial claim, it is necessary to obtain a
username and password from the DIFC
Courts. This will help the Court to ensure all
documents filed are from a legitimate party to
any case.

In order to obtain a username and password
to use eRegistry, please click here where you
will be asked to provide with the following
information:
e Full name
e Postal address
o Email address
@ Name of your Organisation
(if applicable)
e Case number and title of case
if you are a party to an existing case
e Copy of your identification card or passport

ABOUT PASSWORDS

Your single username and password may be
used to access both the DIFC Courts and the
Dubai World Tribunal eRegistry sites.

An iCourt password will be at least 10
characters long and will be a mix of small and
capital letters and numbers.

A password must be carefully typed or

copied, ensuring that no additional spaces

are included at the beginning or the end. This
would lead to an incorrect password message.

If an incorrect password is entered three times,
the account will be locked. The Administrator
within the company will need to issue a new
password. This is sent via email to the user.

[t is recommended that when a new password
is issued, the user changes it on logging in to
one of their choosing. This is done by selecting
More on at the top of the page, then My
Account and then Change password.



WHAT CASE INFORMATION
IS AVAILABLE?

Legal firms have access to information relating

to cases where their firm represents at least one
party. In addition, information is available relating to
other cases, e.g. Order and Judgments. which are
available to the public.

HOW DO | SEARCH
FOR A CASE?

From the search page enter the case
number into the search field. If you
don’t know the full case number,
enter the start (e.g. DWT or CFl) and
add a wildcard * (DWT* or CFI*). This
will produce a list of all cases starting
with the characters before the *.

LOGGING OUT OF THE
EREGISTRY SITE?

Some browsers will end you session
when you close the tab or browser.
However others may not do so
immediately. So you might find you open
the browser a short time later and you are
still logged in to eRegistry. For security it is
always best to use the logout option when
you have finished your visit to eRegistry.
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AWARDS

In 2015: DIFC Courts won the
“Excellence in Innovation Award”
at The Middle East Legal Awards in
Dubai organised by The Oath

In 2015: DIFC Courts won the
prestigious Service Olympian Award
for the Best Customer Experience
Strategy for the second year running

In 2014: DIFC Courts became the first
Dubai Government entity to receive
five star under the country’s new rating
system for government services

2014 UK Law Society Award
for excellence in International
Legal Services

2018 Olympian Award for Best
Customer Premises

2013 International Standard
for Service Excellence (TISSE)
certification

2012 UAE Customer Service Week
STAR award for Individual Skills

2011 UAE Customer Service
Week STAR award for Best
Public Sector Initiative

2010 Ideas Arabia Idea of the
year award for the Code of
Professional Conduct

AnA
The amount
or value of
the claim
does not
exceed AED
11010 X010]0)

The SCT can hear:
claims within the
jurisdiction of the
DIFC where:

29 29 23

SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL (SCT)

The only operating tribunal of its kind in the region, the SCT was set up to enable access to justice in a swift and efficient manner.
The SCT operates with a community approach that promotes settlement, with 90% of SCT cases resolved in less than four weeks
after successful service. Cases in the SCT are resolved in an expeditious, cost-efficient manner without the need for lawyers.

29 29 24

The claim relates to the employment or former
employment of a party and the amount or value
of the claim exceeds AED 500,000 and all parties
to the claim elect in writing that it be heard by the

°T. There is no value limit for the SCT's elective

jurisdiction in the context of employment claims

In the context of claims which are not
lated, the amount or value of
ot exceed AED 1 million; and
in writing that it be heard by

ch election can be made in the
ontract (if any) or subsequently.

NUMBER OF CLAIMS FILED

9 0 0/ of SCT cases are resolved
0 in less than 4 weeks after

successful service

86% INCREASE

116 CASES

2014

TOTAL VALUE OF CLAIMS FILED

186% SCT INCREASE

=T

SETTLEMENT RATE IN THE SCT

92%
SETTLEMENT
RATE

AED19.2 MILLION
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