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Letter from the Chief Justice m

2014 has been another successful year for the DIFC Courts with a number of major milestones reached. The total value of claims and counterclaims filed with the DIFC Courts crossed the
AED 1 billion mark for the first time, increasing by 81% to reach AED 1.76 billion. In addition, the size and complexity of cases continued to rise, with the average claim amount in the CFI
increasing by 25% from AED 33.5 million per case in 2013 to AED 42 million in the following year.

Our ceaseless efforts to ensure the enforceability of the DIFC Courts’ judgments across the
world has garnered considerable success. Through a series of memoranda, the DIFC Courts
have established one of the world’s most comprehensive enforcement frameworks, having
arrangements in place with leading commercial centres across the globe and throughout the
Middle East. The DIFC Courts’ money judgments can be enforced internationally through
agreements such as the GCC Protocol and Riyadh Convention, treaties with China and
France, and reciprocal arrangements with many common law courts overseas.

In line with our goal to offer an advanced world-class judicial system, we constantly explore
potential areas for improvement. In the last year, we are proud to have streamlined our
processes to the extent that half of our written judgments are produced within a month and,
on average, judgments are delivered within two and a half months. In 2014, we settled 90%
of Small Claims Tribunal cases in less than three weeks.

The most significant development in the area of dispute resolution in 2014 came in the
second quarter of the year when His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, issued a decree establishing
a new Dispute Resolution Authority (DRA) within the DIFC, comprising the DIFC Courts, an
arbitration institute, and other institutions. The DIFC has become a preeminent international
financial centre thanks in no small part to its fast, fair and enforceable dispute resolution

facilities, which continue to evolve to meet the needs of local, regional and global commerce.
The creation of the DRA builds on these achievements and creates a trusted one-stop shop
for dispute resolution.

By allowing businesses in the Emirate and worldwide to choose how best to resolve their
disputes — through litigation, arbitration or mediation — the DRA will increase confidence
and promote growth in Dubai and the UAE, representing another important step in the
journey to make the UAE one of the best places in the world to do business.

My appointment to head the DRA is a great personal honour and also a reflection on the
outstanding work of the entire DIFC Courts' team. We are excited about working with our
partners and associates in the legal community to further grow Dubai's reputation for
international dispute resolution excellence under the umbrella of the DRA.

&
Michael Hwang i
Chief Justice



In line with our goal to offer an advanced world-
class judicial system, we constantly explore
potential areas for improvement




Letter from the Chief Executive and Registrar m

The focus for the DIFC Courts in 2014 has been on exceeding our already high standards of excellence whilst continuing to facilitate the resolution of our rapidly growing caseload. To achieve
this goal, we made several significant investments and launched a number of strategic initiatives focussed on enhancing each court user’s experience and promoting greater efficiency, accessibility
and transparency. Our commitment remains to assist parties in the resolution of their disputes and we are delighted that over 90% of our cases are settled by the parties without going to trial.

Following the completion of a major upgrade of our website and audio visual systems,
including new HD screens, monitors and sound systems, the Courts are ever more accessible
to litigants and lawyers from around the world, critically important given the increasingly
international workload of the DIFC Courts.

As well as promoting accessibility, we have worked with our Rules Sub-Committee of
leading lawyers to refine and revise our Court Rules to keep up with international best
practices. These include important changes affecting document production, costs,
confidentiality of arbitration and mediations and pro bono work. Effective rules and
procedures are the bedrock upon which the best courts are built, ensuring clarity and fairness
for both sides.

In addition to the development of our rules, we have continued to invest in the development
of the DIFC Courts’ team, with regular training courses in Dubai as well as in the UK and
Singapore. We have also focussed on the development of the legal talent which exists in the
UAE, with our DIFC Courts’ Academy hosting more courses than ever before and our Lecture
Series attracting key speakers from around the world.

Several important new Orders and Practice Directions were introduced to further enhance the
workings of the Courts including an order in May 2014 clarifying the jurisdiction of rental
disputes within the DIFC, bringing certainty to those with property in the financial centre.

To provide court users with greater certainty once a judgment has been handed down, the
DIFC Courts established a dedicated Enforcement Department in 2014 responsible for
handling the enforcement of all DIFC Courts decisions locally and internationally. The
Enforcement Department is operated by HE Justice Omar Al Muhairi and it ensures the
simple and speedy enforcement of orders made by the DIFC Courts, helping to strengthen
the reputation of Dubai and the UAE as a global dispute resolution hub.

It is pleasing that our work to create the world’s most efficient Courts continues to be
recognised both at home and abroad. In 2014, the DIFC Courts were shortlisted by the
English Law Society of England and Wales for two prestigious Excellence Awards. Our Pro
Bono Programme was shortlisted for the “Excellence in Pro Bono” award alongside leading
international law firms and charities, while our work championing high legal standards
internationally saw us take home the award in the “Excellence in International Legal
Services” category.



An award-winning year was capped later in 2014 when the DIFC Courts became the first
Dubai Government entity to receive five stars under the country’s new rating system for
government services.

2014 was another year of achievement for the DIFC Courts as we continued to advance
through our commitment to service excellence in line with the vision of Vice-President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum. | would like to thank all those involved in our journey including the Chief
Justice, the Deputy Chief Justice, the Judges and the incredible men and women in our
Registry team.

Mark Beer, OBE
Chief Executive and Registrar




2014 - At a Glance m

2014 was another successful year for the DIFC Courts with a number of major milestones reached.

* The total value of claims and counterclaims filed with the Court of First Instance
(CFD crossed the AED 1 billion mark for the first time, reaching AED 1.76 billion

e Recognised in two categories of the English Law Society’s highly prestigious
Excellence Awards, being shortlisted for “Excellence in Pro Bono” and winning

the “Excellence in International Legal Services” category

e First Dubai Government entity to receive Five Star Rating under the country’s new
rating system for government services

* Pro Bono Programme conducted 24 clinics and helped more than 200 people

Total Cases (CFl, ARB, CA, Total number of Court of First
ENF & SCT) increased by Instance (CFl) cases increased
96% by 29%

Total number of Small Claims
Tribunal (SCT) cases increased
by 69%

Total number of Arbitration
cases increased by 100%



the DIFC Courts and are delighted to have had
the opportunity to witness the great success of
the organisation in person. Delegations like this
provide a rich learning experience and help to
support bilateral relationships between our two
countries. Our group leaves with a clear sense of
how advanced the DIFC Courts are, and why they
are rightly regarded as a model jurisdiction within
the region

HE Sheikh Judge Mohammed Amin bin Abdul-Mu’ti Mirdad
Chief of the Court of Appeals and member of Supreme Council
of Magistracy in Saudi Arabia



World Class Team Based in Dubai m

The DIFC Courts’ bench consists of some of the world’s most distinguished civil and commercial judges who have earned the trust and confidence of the international legal community:

Chief Justice Deputy Chief Justice Justice Justice Justice Justice
Michael Hwang Sir John Murray Chadwick  HE Ali Shamis Al Madhani  Sir Anthony David Colman Sir David Steel HE Omar Juma Al Muhairi
SC (Singapore) (England) (UAE) (England) (England) (UAE)



The full biographies of the DIFC Courts’ Judicial bench

are available online at www.difccourts.ae

Justice Justice Justice
Roger Giles HE Shamlan Al Sawalehi Tan Zaki Azmi
(Australia) (UAE) (Malaysia)



World Class Team Based in Dubai m

Courts Users are also supported by a top team of international Judicial Officers and Registrars:

The full biographies of the DIFC Courts’

Judicial officers and Registry team
are available online at www.difccourts.ae

Chief Executive and Assistant Registrar Judicial Officer Senior Case
Registrar Natasha Bakirci Nassir Al Nasser Progression Officer
Mark Beer, OBE Lema Hatim
Deputy Chief Executive Judicial Officer
Officer and Deputy Registrar Maha Al Mehairi

Amna Al Owais



The DIFC Courts have signed memoranda with
several judicial authorities across the globe,
including Australian states, helping to promote
the economic and commercial interests of the

UAE in general, and Dubai in particular

HE Khalifa Saif Almazrooei, Chargé d’Affaires of the Embassy of
the United Arab Emirates in Canberra, Australia




Courts Users Committee M

Courts Users Committee (CUC)
The DIFC Courts Users Committee is an independent liaison body between the DIFC Courts and the users of the Courts. It assists the Courts to provide an efficient, economical and

professional service to all users. The Committee holds regular quarterly meetings each year, the minutes of which are available online.

The Courts Users Committee (CUC) consists of members from Al Tamimi & Company,

Clyde & Co., DFSA, DIFC Authority, Galadari Advocates & Legal Consultants, Gibson
Dunn, Governor’s Office DIFC, Hadef & Partners, and Jones Day




Education Subcommittee (ESC)
The specialist Education Subcommittee holds regular meetings to discuss and plan programmes and initiatives such as the DIFC Courts' Academy, Advocacy Training and Arabic Language series.

The Education Sub Committee (ESC) consists of members from Al Tamimi &
Company, BakerBotts, DFSA, Gibson Dunn, Governor's Office DIFC, Hadef &
Partners, Jones Day, and Stephenson Harwood




Courts Users Committee m

Rules Subcommittee (RSC)

The Rules Subcommittee meets quarterly to discuss potential changes and improvements to the Rules of the DIFC Courts (RDC). It comprises a wide range of legal practitioners who engage
with the DIFC Courts and have a significant practical experience with the rules.

The Rules Sub Committee (RSC) consists of members from Ahmed Seddiqi &

Sons LLC, Al Tamimi & Company, BakerBotts, Clifford Chance, Fichte & Co Legal
Consultancy, Gibson Dunn, Governor’s Office DIFC, Hadef & Partners, Jones Day,
and Norton Rose Fulbright (Middle East) LLP




General Counsel Forum

The DIFC Courts' General Counsel Forum brings together high profile General Counsel from
more than 20 leading businesses and companies across the region. The Forum strives to be
the best at discovering, benchmarking and sharing best legal practices to better understand
the needs of lawyers doing business in and around the Middle East. The DIFC Courts host two
Forums per year in prominent cities across the globe.

The General Counsel Forum consists of members from Aggreko, ADCB, Baker
Hughes, BAE Systems, Carillion plc, Citi Group, Coats Group ,Commercial

Division of the Dubai Courts, DFSA, DIFC Governor’s Office, DMCC, DP World,
Emirates Group, Emirates NBD, ETA Ascon Star Group, Fajr Capital, Falcon and
Associates,HSBC, Jumeirah Group, LG Electronics, Nogaholding, Smartmatic
Limited, and Standard Chartered Bank

phenomenon: an island of British and American-
style common law inside an Islamic monarchy

Andrew Torchia, Thomson Reuters



International Ties Strengthened m

The DIFC Courts’ Judicial bench and their Registry team worked diligently throughout 2014 to build relationships with the international legal and business communities.

As part of an ongoing programme of meetings and events with UAE business groups, Chief
Justice Michael Hwang gave the keynote address at the Indian Business & Professional
Council (IBPC) seminar on “The Legal System of Dubai” in February 2014. He was joined by
the Former Director General of Dubai Courts, HE Dr. Ahmed Saeed Salem Bin Hezeem, as
well as HE Mr. T.P. Seetharam, Ambassador of India to UAE.

The DIFC Courts” Chief Executive and Registrar, Mark Beer, gave talks to the Australian and
Canadian Business Councils in Dubai, where he outlined the work of the DIFC Courts and
how it might support the business communities. Mark also represented the DIFC Courts as
part of a Dubai delegation in February to London’s Institute of Directors.

Reem Al Shihhe, Chief Operating Officer, gave a presentation at the International Association
of Commercial Administrators (IACA) conference in Sydney about applying the principles of

the International Framework for Court Excellence to enhance public confidence in Courts.
The presentation also covered how the framework has helped the DIFC Courts to reach
exceptionally high levels of customer satisfaction.

HE Justice Shamlan Al Sawalehi, Judge of the DIFC Courts, gave a presentation about the
legal framework of the DIFC Courts at the Law School for Commercial Law Development
Programme at the University of Washington in USA.

The Courts welcomed a number of international delegations to the DIFC, including
representatives from the Supreme Court of Singapore, Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of Justice and
Supreme Judicial Council, the High Court of Kenya and the High Court of Ogun State of
Nigeria. Each delegation was given a tour of the DIFC Courts and briefed about its legal
framework and processes.



!! Dubai is known around the world as an

international business hub and investment
destination, but it is fascinating to watch how the
emirate has also emerged as a highly regarded
centre for commercial justice. As business
becomes even more global, it is vital that judicial
systems also become more connected, and it is
reassuring to see first-hand the close cooperation
that exists between the commercial courts of
London and the DIFC

Sir Michael Craig-Cooper, CBE Board Member, National Bank of
Kuwait (International) Plc

!/

l.' l[ U _lP’ IR /’ ]
i e, / v

)
W




A Truly Global Court in the UAE  [I]]

The DIFC Courts witnessed historic growth in 2014 as the value of claims and counterclaims passed AED 1 billion for the first time, while the caseloads of the Court of First Instance and
Small Claims Tribunal rose by 25% and 70% respectively. These achievements reflect the high standards of excellence demanded by the Registry team.

Small Claims Court of First Practitioners’ Average Amount Number of claims
Tribunal Instance (CFI) Registry of the claim in CFl and ARB

Small Claims Tribunal Court of First Instance Practitioners' Registry The average amount per claim The average number of claims
caseload increased by 70%, increased by 25%, from 28 increased by 16%, from 299 (CFl and ARB) increased by (CFl and ARB) increased by
from 74 cases in 2013 to 126 claims and counterclaims in Practitioners in 2013 to 347 25%, from AED 33.5 million in 45%, from 29 claims in 2013

cases in 2014 2013 to 36 claims and Practitioners in 2014 2013 to AED 42 million in 2014 to 42 claims in 2014

counterclaims in 2014



Court of First Instance (CFI) Total Amount of Claims and Counterclaims
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A Global Court Serving the Middle East

The DIFC Courts are a truly international judiciary that have built strong links with court systems, legal practitioners and business communities across the world.

® Memoranda of Guidance on Enforcement in existence Australia, Kenya, UK Delegations were received from Australia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Malaysia,

L. . . . - . o Russia, Singapore, Saudi Arabia, UAE, UK, Ukraine, USA
® Memoranda of Understanding in existence Dubai Courts, Dubai Judicial Institute, Ministry of

Justice — The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Ras Al Khaimah Courts, UAE Ministry of Justice ® Presentations given Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Kuwait, London, Ras Al Khaimah, Sharjah, Sydney, Washington
® Judicial experience Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, England & Wales, UAE ® Delegations visited Australia, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, USA
® Staff from Bangladesh, Canada, Kuwait, India, UAE, UK ® Judicial team received training Dubai, England, Singapore

® [ntern secondments from Australia, China, India, Singapore, UAE, UK, USA






Significant Cases in 2014 m

Of the 36 cases heard by the Court of First Instance in 2014, two were of particular significance to the wider business community.

Al Khorafi v Bank Sarasin (CFI 026-2009)

In August 2014, the DIFC Courts delivered their judgment in the long-running case of Al
Khorafi v Bank Sarasin. The First Defendant, Sarasin-Alpen, was a company incorporated in
the DIFC and regulated by the Dubai Financial Services Authority (DFSA). The Second
Defendant, Bank Sarasin, was a company incorporated in Switzerland. In the course of 2007
and early 2008, on the introduction of Sarasin-Alpen, the Claimants had purchased structured
financial products from Bank Sarasin. The purchases were funded by loans made to the
Claimants, in part by Al Ahli Bank Kuwait (ABK) and in part by Bank Sarasin. The total
amount laid out by the Claimants in those purchases was USD 200 million. The Court of First
Instance (CFI) found Sarasin-Alpen liable to pay compensation under Article 94(2) of the
DIFC Regulatory Law (which imposes liability for non-compliance with DFSA regulations)
for breaches of the DFSA’s Conduct of Business Rules (COB Rules) in force at the time. The
Court held that Sarasin-Alpen had failed to carry out sufficient investigations to ascertain
whether Mr. Al Khorafi and his family members were “Clients” or “retail customers” under
the COB Rules. The Claimants were in fact retail customers and therefore the contracts they

had entered into with the defendant were unlawful. Moreover, the Al Khorafi family would
not have invested in the structured products but for these breaches of the COB Rules.

As regards to the Second Defendant, the CFI held that Bank Sarasin, incorporated in
Switzerland and with no registered place of business in the DIFC, had provided financial
services in or from the DIFC in contravention of the Financial Services Prohibition (the
general prohibition in Article 41(1) of the DIFC Regulatory Law on the provision of financial
services in or from the DIFC without DFSA authorisation).

Ultimately, it was ordered that both Bank Sarasin and Sarasin-Alpen pay compensation to
the Claimants in respect of the losses which they had sustained. The order against Bank
Sarasin was made under Article 65(2)(b) of the DIFC Regulatory Law and that against Sarasin-
Alpen was made under Article 94(2) of that Law. This case is presently under appeal in the
Court of Appeal.



Meydan Group LLC v Banyan Tree Corporate PTE (CA 005-2014)

In Meydan Group LLC v Banyan Tree Corporate PTE, the Appellant, a company incorporated in
the UAE engaged in real estate development, appealed against the Court of First Instance (CFI)
judgment of HE Justice Al Muhairi. The appeal related to the question of whether the CFI had
jurisdiction (or should exercise any jurisdiction) to recognise and enforce a domestic arbitration
award made within the Emirate of Dubai but outside the DIFC in favour of the Respondent, a
company incorporated in Singapore engaged in the management of hotels and resorts.

The Court of Appeal upheld the decision of HE Justice Al Muhairi that there was jurisdiction and
that there were no good grounds for not exercising that jurisdiction. As regards to jurisdiction, the
Court rejected the submission of the Appellants that there was a requirement for the presence of
the Respondents or their assets within the DIFC as a pre-requisite to recognition. The Court of
Appeal also rejected the submission that the application for recognition should be stayed on
forum non conveniens grounds because the DIFC Courts had exclusive jurisdiction and thus
there was no alternative forum for the determination of the issue.

Lastly, the Court of Appeal rejected the submission that the application for recognition constituted
an abuse of process. It had been argued that the purpose of the application was to use the
judgment of the DIFC Courts to enforce the award by application to the execution judge of the
Dubai Courts who would be unable to consider the judgment on the merits. Thus, the argument
ran, the Appellants would or might be forced to challenge the award in the DIFC Courts in
circumstances where the court of the seat was the Dubai Courts. Either the problem would not
arise because the Appellants could challenge the validity of the award in the Dubai Courts by
direct proceedings or, if that could not be undertaken until the Respondents sought to enforce the
award in the Dubai Courts, any ensuing conflict was a matter for the Dubai Courts to resolve. An
application to enforce an award in the DIFC made to the DIFC Courts which had exclusive
jurisdiction could not by definition constitute as abuse.



Practice Directions and Rules Amendments M

During the course of 2014, the DIFC Courts issued six Practice Directions (PDs) and rule amendments, including the following:

The first concerns the DIFC Courts’ Pro Bono Programme and amends earlier 2009
guidelines as to how pro-bono litigants will be assigned volunteer practitioners and
the procedure to be followed when making an application for a costs-free trial;
The second obliges claimants, when submitting their particulars of claim, to state
clearly which law they maintain governs the dispute and the law which they assert
gives rise to the jurisdiction of the DIFC Courts. The defendant is then required in
turn to expressly agree or disagree with the assertions;

The third provides that SCT judgments will remain confidential, even in instances
in which they have been appealed to the CFI. This would require that all identifying
information (such as parties/third parties’ names) be redacted from any eventual
judgments and orders;

The fourth expands on the provisions already contained in the RDC (Rules of the
DIFC Courts) on Wasted Costs Orders and has drawn from the English Civil
Procedure Rules in further setting out the procedure to be followed where the
Court is minded to make such an Order;

The fifth significantly extends the Courts’ Costs Regime, inter alia, providing further
clarification as to when costs will be awarded on the indemnity basis and allowing the
Court, in exercising its discretion as to costs, to take into account parties’ conduct in
relation to any attempt at mediation or any other means of alternative dispute resolution;
The sixth and final Practice Direction of 2014 emphasises that all mediation
communications, either pre-action or after a claim has been filed with the DIFC
Courts, will be regarded as having been made on a “without prejudice” basis,
although nothing in the Practice Direction shall be construed as affecting the
general law of confidentiality or privilege.

During the DIFC Courts Lecture Series No.5 of 2014, Chief Justice Michael Hwang
outlined the proposed Practice Direction providing for the wider enhancement of
Court judgments through the DIFC-LCIA Arbitration Centre.



A glass ceiling sadly persists in much of the
world, preventing brilliant women from reaching
their full potential. This affects us all, because
we cannot hope to tackle the many challenges
facing the world unless we can draw on the best

possible minds available, and that means creating

a truly meritocratic business environment. | am
encouraged by the approach the DIFC Courts have

taken to increase the participation of women in the

UAE’s judicial sector, and | hope it is replicated in
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other countries across the region

Fiona Woolf CBE, Lord Mayor of London



Focused on Creating the World’s Strongest Enforcement Regime m

In line with our goal to offer fast, fair and enforceable justice, 2014 began with the official launch of the DIFC Courts’ Enforcement Department. Operated by HE Justice Omar Al Muhairi
and supported by Judicial Officers Nassir Al Nasser and Maha Al Mehairi, the department was created to ensure the simple and speedy enforcement of orders and judgments made by the
DIFC Courts both locally and internationally, as well as the enforcement of orders and judgments from other courts regarding assets held within the DIFC.

Through a series of memoranda with leading international jurisdictions, such as the
Commercial Court of England and Wales and the New South Wales Supreme Court, the
DIFC Courts have established one of the world’s strongest enforcement regimes. Through the
assistance of our partner courts, our money judgments can be enforced internationally
through agreements such as the GCC Protocol and Riyadh Convention, treaties with China
and France, and reciprocal arrangements with many common law courts overseas.

The enforcement regime was further strengthened in 2014 with the signing of Memoranda of
Guidance with the Federal Court of Australia and the High Court of Kenya (Commercial and
Admiralty Division). These memoranda covering the mutual enforcement of money
judgments build on the comprehensive regime already in place and bring additional certainty
and clarity to investors, businesses and legal professionals operating in and from the UAE,
Australia and Kenya.

2014 witnessed a two month-long consultation period with the UAE legal community on
introducing a new protocol to allow parties opting into the jurisdiction of the DIFC Courts to
also refer their final judgments for enforcement in all 150 plus countries that have acceded
to the New York Convention 1958 on the enforcement of arbitration awards through an
arbitrational tribunal operating under the aegis of the DIFC-LCIA Arbitration Centre. When
it comes into force, the innovative Practice Direction, the first of its kind globally, would
enable a judgment creditor in the DIFC Courts to refer a judgment payment dispute to the
DIFC-LCIA Arbitration Centre for arbitration, which should eventually result in an arbitral
tribunal being appointed and deciding the issue, following which the judgment creditor will
have a Final Award which can be enforced in any of the 150 countries which have signed
and ratified the New York Convention.
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An Award-winning Year m

In October, the DIFC Courts were recognised by the UK’s Law Society in two categories of the highly prestigious Excellence Awards.

The Pro Bono Programme, the first of its kind in the Middle East when it was established in In December, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and
2009, was shortlisted for the “Excellence in Pro Bono” award alongside leading international Prime Minister of the UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, unveiled a plaque at the DIFC Courts
law firms and charities. For their work championing high legal standards for international signifying their achievement of winning five stars under the country’s rating system for
commerce, the Courts took home the award in the “Excellence in International Legal government services. The DIFC Courts are the first Dubai Government entity to receive the
Services” category. award, which follows their 2013 accolade of becoming the only court in the world to

achieve the high service standards required by The International Customer Service Institute
(TISSE), as well as winning the UAE Customer Service Award for four consecutive years.






Enriching and Advancing the UAE Legal Sector M

As part of, and alongside the UAFE’s judicial system and the Emirates’ court network, the DIFC Courts continued to promote legal excellence throughout 2014.

The DIFC Courts and Thomson Reuters continued to co-host a unique programme specifically
designed to help Emirati and expatriate lawyers, legal advisors and consultants gain an in-
depth understanding of the DIFC Courts laws and procedures. The programme provided
participants with a “Certificate in DIFC Courts' Laws and Procedures,” which also qualifies
holders for an exemption for the “Arbitration and Litigation — Principles & Practices” course
required for the LLM programme at the University of Dubai, College of Law. This unique
certificate is issued by the DIFC Courts Academy, which forms part of His Highness Sheikh
Maktoum Bin Mohammed Al Maktoum’s Initiatives for Legal Excellence.

The DIFC Courts ran the second and third sessions of the Advocacy Training Programme in
February and November 2014 following positive feedback about the debut course. The first
part of the programme consisted of a one-day introductory seminar in which the Courts'
Deputy Chief Justice, Sir John Chadwick, was present as a guest speaker. This was followed
by a practical advocacy weekend featuring a number of eminent QCs, working with the
Advocacy Training Council in London, training groups on common law advocacy skills and
techniques, such as cross-examination and examination in chief, based on practical case
examples.

The 2014 DIFC Courts Lecture Series, which has become a firm fixture of the UAE legal
calendar, included addresses from the Hon. Mr. Justice Cooke, Judge in Charge of the English
Commercial Court, and Justice Peter Hurst, England and Wales most senior costs judge, as
well as a debate on best practice e-disclosure chaired by Chief Justice Michael Hwang, who
also led talks on the Mandatory Code of Conduct as well as the enhanced enforcement of
Court judgments through the DIFC-LCIA Arbitration Centre.

The Courts welcomed a wide range of student delegations from schools and universities in
the UAE and overseas in 2014. In April, students from Etihad School in Dubai were given a
tour of the Courts, and introduced to its processes and procedures. A group of 14 law
students from Oral Roberts University in Oklahoma, USA, visited the Courts in May to learn
more about the economic and legal environment of Dubai. In the same month, the Courts
welcomed 32 students from a leading business school in Germany as part of the CBL
International Dubai programme. Closer to home, 35 law students from Ajman University
were given a presentation by HE Justice Shamlan Al Sawalehi in May on the legal framework
of the UAE.



Since DIFC was established in 2006, it has risen to
become an internationally recognised centre for
administration of finances. And the courts system
it has established — by working closely with the
finest legal minds from around the world — s also
recognised as a credible and significant arbitrator
of fiscal and regulatory disputes

Gulf News, October 5, 2014




The pioneering DIFC Courts Pro Bono Programme continued to serve the community with many
legal professionals volunteering their time to help a wide range of litigants within the DIFC
community that otherwise would not have access to legal advice due to their financial situation.

The programme was expanded further in 2014 with walk-in clinics now held twice a month,
which is double the figure of 2013. This was made possible by a change to the pro bono
guidelines opening up the volunteer register to any individual with a sufficient legal
background.

The DIFC Courts also launched a campaign in 2014 inviting legal consultants and lawyers
at government departments to join the programme as volunteers. Those who sign-up will be
acting in an individual capacity and there will be no liability incurred by either the
department or the individual participating in the programme.

Through initiatives such as this, the programme’s volunteer register continues to increase

Volunteer Law Firms

Increased from 33
volunteer law firms in 2013

Individual Volunteers

Increased from 55
individual volunteers in 2013

Community First: The DIFC Courts Pro Bono Programme m

steadily, enabling the Courts to significantly expand access to justice in the UAE. As of
December 31, 2014, the register of volunteer legal professionals stands at 39 volunteer pro
bono law firms and 86 volunteer in-house counsels. The DIFC Courts hope the volunteer
base will be expanded even further following a campaign to attract in-house counsel working
within the Dubai Government departments.

These achievements were celebrated in October 2014 at the third annual Legal Gala Dinner
in Dubai, which brought together over 600 lawyers, judges, court leaders, advocates,
consultants and their friends and families. The event raised AED 150,000 to support the Pro
Bono Programme in 2015.

Pro Bono Panel
The Pro Bono Panel consists of members from Afridi & Angell, Al Tamimi & Company, Clyde
& Co, Dubai Land Department, Patton Boggs, and SJ Berwin

Clinics Conducted Clinic Attendees

Increased from 11
clinics conducted in 2013



and blue-chip corporations, DIFC Courts have
become very important as a service centre...
They’re one reason, if not the main reason, for
being headquartered in the DIFC (Reuters article,
September 2014)

James Abbott, Partner at Clifford Chance
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