DIFC COURTS’ USERS’ COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

16 MARCH 2006

Attendees
Sir Anthony Evans – Chief Justice/Chairman
Dean Ferris – Chief Legal Officer – DIFCA/ Chairman

Abdul Wahid Abdul Rahim - Al Tamimi & Co

Alex Emmerson – Clyde & Co

Graham Lovett – Clifford Chance

John Watherston CBE – Consultant Registrar

Joyce Maykut QC – General Counsel – DFSA

Mahmood Hussain – Deputy Registrar

Niall Coburn – Director – Enforcement – DFSA

Sadiq Jafar – Hadef, Al Dhahiri & Associates
Sunita Johar – Courts Administrator/Minute Taker
Apologies

Michael Dalby – DIFX

1. Welcome by Sir Anthony

· introduction of John Watherston, Consultant Registrar to members of Committee
· background as to why Committee formed (informal body to provide feedback to the administrators of the Court regarding issues relating to the administration of the Court) 

2. Chairman of the Committee

· to be appointed from the Committee
· Dean Ferris to be appointed as 1st Chairman for the 1st year
· After 1st year, Committee to decide on Chairman for following year
· Dean Ferris accepted appointment as Chairman
3. Committee declared officially “open”

4. Court Premises

· official opening ceremony on 18th September 2006

· layout of premises shown to Committee

· Intention of premises – to provide, in the longer term, overall dispute resolution service with mediation, arbitration and Court facilities.

· Potential to expand to Conference Centre if extra space required in future

5. Judges 

· 2 Local Dubai Judges have been appointed as SJOs 

· Upon their return to Dubai after language and legal training, they will deal with civil action and personal injury claims

· Local SJOs will also manage the Tribunals

· 2 more judges will be appointed (geographical position important)

6. Rules of Court

· Michael Black engaged to draft Rules of Court for DIFC Courts

· 1st draft due for release/circulation by 13th April

· Next quarterly sitting on 23rd April to be followed by Practitioners meeting 

· Michael Black to consult further with lawyers 

· Final Rules of Court to be completed by 18th September 2006

7. Registrar

· post to be advertised as part time position

· Registrar to be preferably senior lawyer as he/she will be required to undertake limited judicial functions in absence of judges
· Job description for Registrar to be reviewed by Graham L and Sadiq J

· Practitioners asked to advise their counterparts here in Dubai and overseas as to vacancy within the Courts

Action Required
· Sunita to send job description to Graham and Sadiq

· Graham and Sadiq to review and provide comments on job description
Dean took over meeting as Chairman
8. Role of Committee & Charter
· Charter to be circulated to members once signed off by Sir Anthony
· Objective of the Committee – to assist the DIFC Courts in being  an optimum functioning Court system

· Details on Committee to be put onto the website

· Issues discussed at meetings will not be confidential unless stated as confidential (no need for confidentiality clause)

· Secretary of Committee – Sunita Johar 

· Minutes of meeting to be circulated within 14 days from date of meeting

Action Required
· Mahmood to finalise the Charter for circulation to members

9. Publicizing the Court
· Open day to be held once Court moves to premises

· Article in the Daily Telegraph to be circulated to members (SJ)

· Presentations to be given to young practitioners in Dubai

Action Required
- Sunita Johar to circulate Daily Telegraph article to members

10. Delegations within the Committee

· provision does not exist within the Charter to enable delegation of membership to the Committee 

· Quorum for the Committee must consist of at least 1 practitioner from an “expat” firm, 1 practitioner from a “local” firm and 1 member from within the DIFC (apart from the Registrar).
11.  Mock Case

· Mock case to be filed in the Courts within the next month

· Papers to be marked clearly as “mock”

· Next test case to be an ex parte application

12.  Arbitral awards

· discussion held on enforcement of arbitration awards

13.  Next meeting

· to be held when draft rules of Court released

14. Meeting closed. 

Sunita Johar 

16 March 2006

