DIFC COURTS’ USERS’ COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

17 January 2013 at 2pm 
DFSA Boardroom, Level 13, DFSA 

Committee Attendees:
Michael Ridgeway, DFSA 
Ali Al Hashimi, Global Advocates

Imran Shafiq, Bin Shabib & Associates

Philip Punwar, Fulbright & Jaworski

Roberta Calarese, DIFCA

Adrian Chadwick, Hadef & Partners
Mark Beer, Registrar (non voting member)
Rita Engelbrecht, Committee Secretary

Guests:

Shiraz Sethi, Bin Shabib & Associates

Stefan Kemball, Head of Communications, DIFC Courts

Natasha Bakirci, Judicial Clerk, DIFC Courts

Apologies
Patrick Bourke, Norton Rose

Peter Shaw, SNR Denton 

Angela Russo, Nasdaq Dubai

1. Welcome by Chairman:

Mark Beer chaired the meeting and welcomed all attendees.
2. Approval of Minutes and matters arising:

The Minutes of the CUC meeting on 27 November 2012 were approved.

3. Caseload 2012:

· SCT:  50 SCT cases filed in 2012 – (83 cases filed in 2011)

· Enforcement:  9 Enforcement cases filed in 2012 – (18 cases filed in 2011) 

· Court of First Instance:   43 CFI cases filed in 2012 – (29 cases filed in 2011). 

· Court of Appeal:   1 CA case filed in 2012 – (4 cases filed in 2011).

· Arbitration cases:  4 Arbitration cases filed in 2012 – (1 case filed in 2011).

4.
Courts’ Activities – Registrar update:
The Registrar gave an update on the Courts’ activities since 27 November 2012 as follows:

· The DIFC Courts continue to host delegations. In December 2012 the DIFC Courts hosted delegations from the University of Charleston, USA; an Indian Legal Delegation from Delhi; the New South Wales Development Office, Australia and the CBL International University Group. In January 2013 Etisalat held a Global Leaders’ Workshop in the DIFC Courts.

· Conference representation:
C5 Conference: ‘Construction Litigation & Dispute Resolution in the Gulf – presentation by Mark Beer.

Indian Business & Professional Council: ‘The Legal System in Dubai’ alongside the Dubai Courts and arbitration speakers – presentation by H.E. Justice Ali Al Madhani.

DIFC Courts’ Lecture Series 4 2012:  ‘Which Case, Which Court’ – H.E. Justice Ali Al Madhani on the panel moderated by Mark Beer.

Upcoming Conference Opportunities in 2013:

Dubai:

February/March 2013:  Australian Business Council

29 January 2013:  MEED Annual Regional Financial Summit

4-5 December 2013:  IACA International Conference by Dubai Courts/DIFC Courts

Qatar:

25-26 February 2013:  Thomson Reuters GCC Regulators Summit

New Zealand:
7-9 March 2013 Australian Institute of Judicial Administration (AIJA)

South Korea:

17-21 April 2013 Inter-Pacific Bar Association

UK:

June 2013:  “GCC & The City”

September 2013:  Legal Week General Counsel Investment Forum

USA:

6-11 October 2013:  IBA Annual Conference – Boston

5. Nominations for Courts’ Users’ Committee for 2013:  
Two firms - SNR Denton (due to work commitments) and the longest serving Group 3 (as per the CUC Charter) firm of Norton Rose stood down and were replaced by Jones Day represented by Sheila Shadmand and Gibson Dunn & Crutcher represented by Peter Gray.  The longest serving Group 2 (as per the CUC Charter) firm of Global Advocates stood down and was replaced by Al Tamimi & Company represented by Hassan Arab. 

Discussion took place about the eligibility of members, however, this will be discussed at the next meeting. It was also recommended that Nasdaq Dubai be removed from the Courts’ Users’ Committee as it is now a private entity and not part of the DIFC.

6. Submissions by non-registered practitioners:

It has come to the DIFC Courts’ attention that non-Part I registered individuals have been trying to submit documents/correspondence on cases filed with the Court. Under the Guidelines, a practitioner must be registered under the firm’s Part I registration to issue and conduct proceedings on behalf of the firm.

The members will circulate a note as to what is the definition of “issuing and conducting proceedings” and discuss at the next meeting.

7. Procedural Timetables:
In order for the Courts to be actively involved in case management in 2013, it has developed timetable templates that will be issued with a Claim Form which will provide tentative dates for the CMC, PTR and Trial. They are:

Procedural Timetable – service in Dubai (Particulars of Claim not served with the Claim Form)

Procedural Timetable – service outside Dubai (Particulars of Claim not served with the Claim Form)

Procedural Timetable – service in Dubai (Particulars of Claim served with the Claim Form)

Procedural Timetable – service outside Dubai (Particulars of Claim served with the Claim Form)
The CUC members were supportive of the Courts’ enhanced focus in case management.
8. Media coverage:
The Courts continue to receive good coverage in both Arabic and English newspapers – details of which were provided at the meeting.

9. Meeting Dates for 2013:  Rita Engelbrecht will circulate the proposed 2013 meeting dates to all members by email.

10. Next meeting:

The next meeting will be held on 17 April 2013.

Meeting closed at 3.45pm
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